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Prologue

All praise is due to Allah 3%, Creator of the universe. Peace and

blessings be upon His final and noble messenger, Muhammad £.

Traditionally students of sacred knowledge began by learning the tenets
of Arabic verb conjugation. Each independent lesson was mastered
before a teacher allowed students to advance. Once proficient, students

then focused on the principles of Arabic grammar.

I was blessed to attend a school of religious learning in Pakistan that still
employs traditional methods. My instructors studied under sincere
teachers and carried themselves with similar devotion. Furthermore, they
led their students, step by step, along a trail softened by fourteen
hundred years of scholarship. Although I was able to spend only a few
years in the company of such guides, my progress was rapid. Such is the
tfortune of the debris that manages to land itself on a rapidly flowing,

pristine river.

Few Arabic textbooks in English are modeled after traditional Islamic
educational methodologies. In this book, I have combined the notes and
resources used by my teachers to present an overview of Arabic verb
and noun conjugation. Insha’llah (God willing), future volumes will

address other principles of classical Arabic grammar.

My fear in compiling this work is that I have soiled a pure chain. My
teachers sacrificed their lives, wealth, and families to achieve perfection
in their respective fields. I was permitted to sit in, and eat from, their
vast gardens despite my obvious deficiencies and lack of commitment.
This is the mercy of a teacher toward his student. I pray that Allah 3@

overlooks this last link and allows the seeker to benefit from the
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devotion of the great scholars of the past. Please pray for me, my
teachers, and all those who transmitted this tradition from one

generation to the next.

A servant of the scholars
Husain Abdul Sattar
Safar 1423 — April 2002



Lesson One: Mapping the Arabic Language

Figure 1.1 presents a map of the Arabic language. This chart provides an
overview of the task at hand and establishes a framework for future

learning.

PRINCIPLE ONE

The term articulation (Ja-;ﬂ)l refers to all words that are produced by the
tongue. Articulations (Ja-:ﬁ/) are divided into (1) words that are meaningful
(&}iéy) and (2) words that are meaningless (‘_}-o-@-:) Meaningful (tj-ié}ﬁ)
articulations have established, understood meanings. For example, the
Arabic word kitab (<) means, “a book.” On the other hand,
meaningless (‘_}-o-@-i) articulations lack established meanings. Consider, for
example, the word “Pepsi.” If articulated five hundred years ago, before
the advent of this now famous beverage, this word would have had no

meaning.

PRINCIPLE TWO

Mecmmgf%/ (& ‘s2's#) articulations can be further divided into (1) single
(3 JM) and (2) componnd (s.ns f) If an articulation is composed of one
word, it is called single (3 J-M) whereas, if it is composed of more than
one word, it is called compound (J Jﬁ) For example the word kitab
(L) is single (> JM) while the phrase rasul-Allah (4”\ J #),2 made up of
two words, is compound (J ).

! Lafad (Jé.ﬂ) is derived from the verbal noun “to throw.” Arabic grammarians use this term to
refer to articulations because speech involves “throwing” sounds from the tongue.

2 41 Jo}ié means, “Messenger of Allah.”
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PRINCIPLE THREE
. o . .
All single (5 y20) words are classified into one of three types:

1) noun ((o-»‘)
2) verb (Jab)
3) particle (<)

Stated otherwise, every word in the Arabic dictionary fits into one of

these three categories.

PRINCIPLE FOUR

Compound (&.«ws }-i) articulations are made up of two or more words. Such
combinations are either beneficial (-&-ﬂi) or non-beneficial (-&-ﬂi ﬂﬁ) Beneficial
(48) groups of words express a complete idea and join together to form
a complete sentence. Non-beneficial (A.:gi ﬁ-;> groups of words express an
incomplete idea and join together to form a phrase,? or an incomplete

sentence.

This volume deals with sngle (Dﬁ) words and emphasizes conjugating

verbs and derived nouns.

3 A phrase is defined as two or more words that form a syntactic unit that is less than a

complete sentence.



Mapping the Arabic anguage

g
Articulation
S Saba
Meaningless Meaningful
g_.Af ;:: .):.,i::
Compound Single
Aode !
Beneficial Noun
dsde b =2
Non-beneficial Verb
=
Particle
FIGURE 1.1

A MAP OF THE ARABIC LANGUAGE







Lesson Two: Introducing Arabic Words

PRINCIPLE ONE
The Arabic alphabet consists of twenty-nine letters and three short
vowels (fignre 2.7). This text assumes that the reader is familiar with the

alphabet and its short vowels.

PRINCIPLE TWO
Most Arabic words are formed from three base letters. These three
letters join together to establish a meaning. For example, the base letters

== (read from right to lef) express the meaning of “to write.”

PRINCIPLE THREE

The letters J—t—d are used as model base letters.* The first letter is
called the “fi’ ( & ) position.” The second is called the “ain ( ¢ )
position.” The third is called the “/m ( J ) position.” The base letters

d-&-d express the meaning of “to do.”

PRINCIPLE FOUR

Most Arabic nouns and verbs are derived by placing the three base
letters on designated patterns. These patterns involve voweling® the base
letters and often require the addition of non-base letters. Each of these
patterns reflects the meaning of the base letters in a unique way. For
example, the pattern J&U describes a person who enacts the meaning of

the base letters.® This pattern involves voweling the /7’ ( < ) position

#'The letters J—&—J are used throughout the text to illustrate verb and noun patterns.

5 Voweling refers to the addition of the short vowels: dammah, fathah, and asrah.

¢ The English language also makes use of patterns. Consider, for example, the word “teacher.”
Adding the suffix “et” to the verb feach produces the word “teacher.” This pattern describes a
person who enacts the meaning of the verb (i.e., one who teaches). Similarly, consider
additional English words that follow this pattern, such as “builder” (one who builds) and

“thinket” (one who thinks).
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with a fathah, adding an ‘alf, and voweling the ‘@z ( & ) position with a
kasrah. If the base letters @—<—38 (70 writé) replace the fi’ ( S ), “ain
(& ), and lam ( J ) positions in this pattern, the word ‘-"-E@ (one who
writes) 1s formed (figure 2.2). Similatly, replacing the fi’ ( ), “ain ( ¢ )
and /am (J ) positions with the base letters 3==¢ (to worship) forms

the word %\& (one who worships).



Introducing Arabic Words

THE ARABIC ALPHABET
JIM THA’ TA’ BA’ ‘ALIF
3 3 .
J C C
RA’ DHAL DAL KHA’ HA’
g g J° J’ Y,
DHAD SAD SHIN SIN ZA’
FA’ GHAIN ‘AIN ZHA’ THA’
J ¢ J s S
NUN MIM LAM KAF OAF
3 &S 9 o
HAMZAH YA’ WAW HA’
THE ARABIC SHORT VOWELS
~ 2
7
KASRAH FATHAH DAMMAH
FIGURE 2.1

THE ARABIC ALPHABET AND ITS SHORT VOWELS
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el

ONE WHO DOES

Step One: Separate the letters
of the pattern

JC\J

l Step Two: Replace the base letters (J—t—d)

with corresponding new letters (—<—8)

Step Three: Reattach the letters

to form the new word

)

ONE WHO WRITES or A WRITER

FIGURE 2.2

FORMING WORDS FROM BASE LETTERS



Lesson Three: The Past Tense Verb
[ 2l Jxdll]

The past tense verb (W J2d)) describes actions or events that have

already occurred.

PRINCIPLE ONE
The pattern J&8 (be did) is used as a model for the past tense verb. In this

pattern each of the base letters is voweled with a fathah.”

PRINCIPLE TWO

Verbs in the English language are conjugated to reflect the subject® of
the verb. For example, “he did” and “we did.” Here, the pronouns “he”
and “we” indicate the subject. Arabic verbs are conjugated in a similar
manner. In particular, the Arabic verb is conjugated to reflect three

aspects of its subject:

1) person’ (first, second, third)
2) gender!® (masculine, feminine)

3) plurality!'! (singular, dual, plural)

7'The pattern Jjﬁ is one of several patterns used for the past tense verb. Others are presented in
Lesson Sixteen.

8 The subject denotes the doer of the action described by a verb.

% The first person is used to tefer to the speaker. For example, “I did” or “we did.” The second
person is used to refer to the individual spoken 7. For example, “you did.” The third person is
used to refer to the individual spoken of. For example, “he did” or “they did.”

10" The masculine is used to refer to male beings or masculine objects. For example, “he did” or “it
did.” The feminine is used to refer to female beings ot feminine objects. For example, “she did” or
“it did.”

11 The singular is used to refer to an individual. For example, “he did.” The dual is used to refer
to two individuals. For example, “both of them did.” The plural is used to refer to a group. For

example, “they did.”
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PRINCIPLE THREE

While English verbs are conjugated by placing a noun or pronoun
before the verb, Arabic verbs are conjugated by adding designated letters
to the end of the verb. Carefully study the past tense verb conjugations

(table 3.7), noting the changes in person, gender, and plurality.

PRINCIPLE FOUR

English verbs may express either the active or the passive voice. The
active voice is used when the subject of the sentence performs the action
expressed by the verb. For example, “Zaid wrote a book.” Here, the
verb “wrote” is in the active voice because Zaid is indicated as the
writer. The passive voice, on the other hand, is used when the subject of
the verb is not indicated. For example, “A book was written.” Here, the
verb “was written” is in the passive voice because, although a book was

written, the writer is not indicated.

Arabic verbs also express either the active or the passive voice. Farlier,
principle one llustrated ;}3;; as a model for the active voice of the past tense
verb. The pattern for the passive voice of the past tense verb is formed from
the active voice by (1) changing the voweling of the first letter to a
danmah and (2) changing the Vowehng of the second to last letter to a

kasrah. Thus J&ﬁ (he did) becomes ‘_}ﬁ (2t was done).

PRINCIPLE FIVE

Principle two established that verbs in the active voice are conjugated to
reflect the subject of the verb. When conjugating verbs in the passive
voice, each conjugation reflects the person, gender, and plurality of the
object,’> and not the subject, of the verb. For example, consider the
statement « y2 (he was hit). Here, the object of the verb is stated (i.e.,

he), but the subject is not indicated. Therefore, the verb is conjugated to

12 The object denotes the noun that receives the action of a verb.
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reflect the object of the verb. As illustrated in Zable 3.2, active and passive

voice conjugations use the same endings.

PRINCIPLE SIX

Placing the word “ b ” before both the active and passive voice negates
the past tense verh (tab/e 3.2). For example J.d (he did) becomes J.d G (he
did not do), and J-d (¢t was done) becomes Jﬂ G (it was not done).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the past tense verb must be memorized (fable 3.2)

before moving to the next lesson.



13 The ‘alif (1) at the end of this conjugation is not pronounced.
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CONJUGATING THE PAST TENSE 1"ERB
PERSON GENDER PLURALITY BASE SUFFIX ACTIVE
VOICE
3rd Masculine Singular Jxé Jﬂ
He/It (8/M) did
3rd Masculine Dual Jg_é \ M&.@
They (D/M) did
2
o .
. . ° 13
3rd Masculine Plural Jg_e ‘ j
They (P/M) did
o o // ,/
3rd Feminine Singular Jg_a <
She/It (S/F) did
3rd Feminine Dual Jg_; U L:'l”
They (D/F) did
Id s o/ 7
3rd Feminine Plural Ja_'g ) L’J.lxﬁ
They (P/F) did
7 ° e i
2nd Masculine Singular Jg_; (&S] C;'l”
You (S/M) did
} - 7
. -3
2nd Masculine Dual J” LQ_.,' L""'l”
You (D/'\l) did
i Ny ; P
2nd Masculine Plural Jgﬁ
You (P/M) did
°o -
2nd Feminine Singular Jxé < ;"lﬂ
You (S/F) did
} - 7
. - 8
2nd Feminine Dual J” L‘,J L"""l”
You (D/ F) did
. s 2 ¥
2nd Feminine Plural Jg_e L'JJ ‘J“'L”
You (P/F) did
°o -
A -
Masculine and . . 2 - < l* .9
st Feminine Singular J” <
1did
/o e 7
1st Mascubng and Plural Ja_'g L; L;.l”
Feminine
We did
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural




The Past Tense Verb

TABLE 3.2

THE PAST TENSE IVERB

1S G

He/It (S/M) was not done

e

He/It (S/M) was done

PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
NEGATION NEGATION PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
i A - - P K] P P

%

He/It (8/M) did

i U

They (D/M) were not done

They (D/M) did not do

- A
Dlad

They (D/M) were done

- -
-

lxsd

They (D/M) did

s o

They (P/M) were not done

s G

They (P/M) did not do

e

They (P/M) were done!*

P

Vshad

They (P/M) did

o/}/
cdxe G
rd

She/It (S/F) was not done

e
° s -
C,\.l:d\.ﬂ

She/It (S/F) did not do

s &

o
3
\

She/It (S/F) was done

o
\
\

<

She/It (S/F) did

s 2

s U

They (D/F) did not do

\
* %

P
-
-

They (D/F) were done

s o

217

3

They (D/F) did

e L

They (P/F) did not do

o &

.
-

They (P/F) were done

o\
o

\
*\

They (P/F) did

You (S/M) were not done

o -
- 7 -
C;.l:d\.ﬂ

You (/M) did not do

o
‘o

\
3
\

You (S/M) were done

o

\

\
%
\

You (/M) did

JO}/
Uealad s

-

You (D/M) were not done

}O// -
Lalas G

You (D/M) did not do

o
‘o

\
% \a

-

You (D/M) were done

\
% \a

o
\
*\

You (D/M) did

O}a:ﬂ/
V.:l;a\.a
e

You (P/M) were not done

°
af/,/L;

You (P/M) did not do

o
% \a
o
* N

-

You (P/M) were done

-
.

]
o &~
-

1_

You (P/M) did

o 2
wdad L

You (S /F) were not done

- lxb Us

-

You (S/F) did not do

‘o

]

3

\
\

You (S/F) were done

o
\

\
%
\

You (S/F) did

/}0:‘/
Locdad Lo

You (D/F) were not done

- :‘o/,/ L;

You (D/F) did not do

‘o

)
- A .
-

b

You (D/F) were done

\

I

You (D/F) did

@ }O :‘ - @ }a - f - @ ﬂo :‘ @ ﬂo/ ,/
. . . .
x5 L Crkas L 2 ks
You (P/F) were not done You (P/F) did not do You (P/F) were done You (P/F) did
s 00 s .7 . 2 07 s 07
- - - -
el b CRFTR Cdad CREY
I was not done I did not do I was done 1did
o & o - o & o -
Gl s Gl s et s
- Lﬁ L" -
We were not done We did not do We were done We did
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural

4 “They were done,” implies several acts were performed. Recall that the passive verb is

conjugated to reflect its object.






Lesson Four: The Present Tense Verb
[Qu@b‘ Jxd ]

P o ° .o/ . .
The present tense verb (& sl Jadll) describes actions or events that are

ongoing.!> Present tense verbs are conjugated using prefixes and suffixes.

PRINCIPLE ONE

2 °
The pattern J2& (be does) is used as a model for the active voice of the
present tense verb. Depending on the particular conjugation, one of four

letters (ya’, ta’, nan, or hamzah) is always prefixed to the three base letters
(table 4.7).

PRINCIPLE TWO

The active voice of the present tense verb is conjugated by adding
designated letters to the end of the verb. Like the past tense, these
conjugations reflect three aspects of the verb’s subject: person, gender,
and plurality. Carefully study zble 4.7, noting the differences between the

various conjugations.

PRINCIPLE THREE

The present tense verb may express either the active or the passive voice.
The pattern for the passive voice of the present tense verb is formed from
the active voice by (1) changing the voweling of the first letter to a

dammah and (2) changing the voweling of the second to last letter to a

fathah.'® Thus J&&g (be does) becomes ij (it is being done).

15 The present tense verb includes both the continuous present tense (e.g., he is doing) and the
habitual present tense (e.g., he does).
16 This second step is only necessaty if the active voice of the present tense verb has a dammab ot a

kasrah on its second to last letter. Such patterns are covered in Lesson Sixteen.
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PRINCIPLE FOUR

The designated suffixes used for the active voice of the present tense verb
are also used for the passive voice. However, the conjugations of the
passive voice reflect the person, gender, and plurality of the object, and
not the subject, of the verb. Table 4.2 illustrates both active and passive

conjugations of the present tense verb.

PRINCIPLE FIVE

Placing the word “ Y  before both the active and the passive voice
conjugations negates the present tense verb (z‘czb/e 4.2). For example, J-'w (he
does) becomes Jw N (he does not do), and Jw (¢t is being done) becomes
JMJ Y (¢t is not being done).

PRINCIPLE SIX

The pre&em‘ tense verb may also describe a future event or action.!” For

example J;w may be translated as, “he will do.” Placing either the letter
“ w” or the word “ &'y ”” before active and passive voice conjugations

of the present tense verb explicitly indicates future meaning (table 4.3). For

example, i}-ﬂﬂ-:w and :}Mg s are both translated as, “he will do.”

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the present tense verb must be memorized (fable 4.2)

before moving to the next lesson.

4 L
'" Throughout this book, & )\-403\ J-‘-jlj‘ has been translated as the “present tense verb.” More
accurately, however, this Arabic term refers to the imperfect tense. Imperfect implies that the
actions referred to are not yet complete. Thus, it includes both the present tense, “he does,”

and the future tense, “he will do.”
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CONJUGATING THE PRESENT TENSE IERB
PERSON ACTIVE
X Al IX
GENDER & PLURALITY | SUFF BASE PREF VOICE
} rd ° e
3rd Masculine | Singular J}_.e < ‘)3—4-}.
He/It (S/M) does
- o
3rd Masculine Dual ‘:} ‘ ‘)’_.9 (-5 9 M
g -
They (D/M) do
- B -]
Id ° .0 7
3rd Masculine Plural & ) J*_g Ls J jlufi
They (P/M) do
} rd ° ~
3rd Feminine | Singular J"é ) ‘)w
She/It (S/F) does
- o
3rd Feminine Dual g:} ‘ ‘);_.9 < 9 M
b
They (D/F) do
o o
rd 7 e N e
3ed Feminine | Plural O J*_g < U‘l’ui
They (P/F) do
} rd ° ~
2nd Masculine | Singular J"é ) ‘)w
You (8/M) do
- o
2nd Masculine Dual g:} ‘ ‘);_.9 (&) 9 M
b
You (D/M) do
- B -]
“ e RN
2nd Masculine Plural & ) J*_g < J jlw
You (P/M) do
°
. o . s 0y, :
2nd Feminine | Singular Q:f’ Jg_e (&) B >
You (8/F) do
- o
2nd Feminine Dual g:} ‘ ‘);_.9 (&) 9 M
b
You (D/F) do
o o
I 4 - .:
2nd Feminine Plural d J*_; < Olw
You (P/F) do
] oz
Masculine . < - .T
1st and Singular J” ‘ Jﬁﬁ
Feminine
1do
2 0
Masculine . . 7.7
1st and Plural ‘):_9 J J:uu
Feminine
We do
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural
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TABLE 4.2

THE PRESENT TENSE VERB
PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
NEGATION NEGATION PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
2 o 2 °

}/°~j~y

He/It (S/M) is not being done

}/o/
iy

He/It (S/M) does not do

He/It (S/M) is being done

s .7
-

He/It (S/M) does

. C /OQ}
OVlrsy Y

They (D/M) are not being done

OMais Y

They (D/M) do not do

- °
P

9.‘.

-

They (D/M) are being done

- o

9.‘.

-

They (D/M) do

io}/o.}
O ol Y

They (P/M) are not being done

- L0
WOy L7
O slay Y

They (P/M) do not do

io }/o.,“
d)lx.a.g

They (P/M) are being done

- b -]
. © s 7
dj.l;uq

They (P/M) do

)/oqu }/iiy ﬂ/o.:g }/a':
She/It (S/F) is not being done She/It (S/F) does not do She/It (S/F) is being done She/It (S/F) does
e o 4 ]
. -

QAT
OMrsi

They (D/F) are not being done

SSRE Y

They (D/F) do not do

9.‘ .2

They (D/F) are being done

O

They (D/F) do

- 0/0.} y

They (P/F) are not being done

o o
- Fa
.
sy Y
-

They (P/F) do not do

They (P/F) are being done

- P
.

.
-

They (P/F) do

)/oqu

You (/M) are not being done

}/a/
JERN

You (S/M) do not do

2 o

/.2

You (S/M) are being done

‘W4

You (§/M) do

QAT
OMrsi

You (D/M) are not being done

SSRE Y

You (D/M) do not do

./ /0.3
OMrss
rd

You (D/M) are being done

- o
OMrss
-

You (D/M) do

“e %
) N

You (P/M) are not being done

- 2 o
W07
O Y

You (P/M) do not do

- L0

O gasd

You (P/M) ate being done

- L0

/°/°’£Y /D/o'z.y /o/o.:? IR

u"/ U"/ U”/ Rt d

You (S/F) are not being done You (S/F) do not do You (S/F) are being done You (§/F) do
- ° - o

QAT
OMrsi

You (D/F) are not being done

S

You (D/F) do notdo

. L2
9'))\;.4;

You (D/F) are being done

- °/°.3 y

You (P/F) are not being done

o ©°
4 e <
* o
* y

You (P/F) do not do

o o

- /.3

You (P/F) are being done

You (P/F) do

RN

RN

2 o}
.5
J;e\

2 oz
.5
!

I am not being done I do not do I am being done Ido
}/o.?‘y }/a'./y )/o.:q }/a'./
We are not being done We do not do We are being done We do
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural
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TABLE 4.3

27

THE FUTURE TENSE
PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
FUTURE FUTURE FUTURE FUTURE
2 2 ° 2 ° 2 o

ﬂ/.O/

< g

He/It (S/M) will be done

//.0/

< g

He/Tt (S/\I) will do

s A

He/It (S/M) will be done

N
.
( -

He/It (/M) will do

.0 -

d)’\m J}M

They (D/M) will be done

u)*\w/ P

The\ D/‘VI) will do

- <]
=

9.‘, .

-

They (D/M) will be done

- °
N

9.‘, .

-

They (D/M) will do

- L0
Oy, s 0~
J *&.}j..w

They (P/M) will be done

dle;/.O/

They (P/M) will do

/~ ° }/o.}/
dj.l&a-:o\ﬁ'

They (P/ M) will be done

- 20

2 o

/'2/.0/

She/It (S/F) will be done

2

/':/.0/
-

She/lt (S/F) will do

J,ui;

She/1It (§/F) will be done

o -~

Q)’\:&-if~

They (D /F) will be done

.« 0 -

O)W D

They (D/F) will do

- °

They (D/F) will be done

O
- }/.0/

i < g

They (P/F) will be done

o o
////.0/

i < g

They (P/F) will do

o o
s s SR
.

-

They (P/F) will be done

o o

2 o

/'2/.0/
-

You (S/M) will be done

2 o

/':/.0/
-

You (S /M) will do

2

- 0’ 4

You (S/M) will be done

You (S/M) will do

o -~

Q)’\:&-if~

.« 0 -

O)W D

You (D/M) will do

. - /o.,‘/
OMM:M

g

You (D/M) will be done

e o
. rd .//
O
e

You (D/M) will do

} °

. /.0/

You (D/M) will be done
4

) O g

You (P/M) will be done

-

djlw .0/

You (P/M) will do

- L0

I
d}l&ﬂ.’i.w

You (P/M) will be done

- 20

o
/O/'ﬂ/.O/
&

' < g

You (S/F) will be done

°
s 0 N
13

'"/ L}j.w

You (S/F) will do

°
0 A
. -
i

You (S/F) will be done

i d

um P

You (D/F) will be done

« 0 -

O)W D

You (D/F) will do

. - /o.,‘/
OMM:M
rd

You (D/F) will be done

o o

PR I
‘e

You (P/F) will be done

o o
s\ LS e 0 s
*

You (P/F) will do

[~]

o
T
. a

You (P/F) will be done

o o

You (P/F) will do

gl o

g

2 /og/
J;au

2 /OE/
Jxﬁu

I will be done 1 will do I will be done I will do
2 ° 2 ° A ° 2 o
-, :‘ - g 2 w0 P AN
We will be done We will do We will be done We will do
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural






Lesson Five: The Present Tense Verb
in the State of Rafa’[ )]

INTRODUCING GRAMMATICAL STATES

Like people, Arabic words experience states. Human emotional states
occur as a result of our daily interactions and are indicated by our facial
expressions. For example, meeting a friend makes us happy, which is

then expressed on our faces by smiling.

Arabic words behave in a similar manner. In a sentence they interact
with surrounding words and, as a result, experience grammatical states.
These grammatical states are then expressed on the end of the word. Just
as a person’s face indicates his emotional state, the last letter of a word
reveals its grammatical state. While people experience many emotional

states, Arabic words experience only four grammatical states:

1) rafe’ (e8))
2) nash (;«.4?)
3) Jarr ()

4) jazp (5)

PRINCIPLE ONE

Of the four grammatical states, Arabic verbs only experience three:!8

1) raf’ (3)

2) nash (<)

3) jazm (¢ 77)

18 The fourth state, jarr (3-;), is experienced only by nouns.
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PRINCIPLE TWO

All present tense verbs, active and passive voice, are in the state of rafa’ (8))
Conjugations of the present tense verb end with either (1) a dammah
( } ) on the last letter or (2) a nun (@) as the final letter (fable 4.2). Both

of these endings are signs of the grammatical state of rafa’ (8))

PRINCIPLE THREE
When considering the grammatical states of words in general, and verbs in

particular, three questions must be asked.

1) What is the grammatical state of the word?
2) What caused it to enter this grammatical state?

3) How does it reflect its grammatical state?

Asking these three questions helps illustrate the principles of this lesson.
Consider for example, J*& (e does):

1. What is the grammatical state of the verb?
The verb :}J/w“ is in the state of rafa’ (8})
2. What caused it to enter this grammatical state?
Rafa’ (83) is the default state of present tense verbs.
3. How does it reflect its grammatical state?
The state of rafa’ (8)) is reflected by the
danmah ( J) on the last letter of :}5-9-1
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- 2 o
As a second example, consider the verb & $adi (you [masculine, plural) do):

1. What is the grammatical state of the verb?
The verb ;:j.t.nf is in the state of rafa’ (83)
2. What caused it to enter this grammatical state?
Rafa’ (8)) is the default state of present tense verbs.
3. How does it reflect its (gmmmatz'm/ state?
The state of rafa’ (8 )) is reflected by the nin
(0) attheendofd}lw

PRINCIPLE FOUR

As an exception to the principles of this lesson, a subset of Arabic words
never enter states. These are called stateless (g;:") and are similar to a stoic
person who is indifferent to emotional situations. Just as such a person
does not experience emotion, stateless (;—-3) words do not enter

grammatical states.

PRINCIPLE FIVE

By definition, two conjugations of the pr&rem‘ tense verh are stateless (@-ﬁ)
They are the third person feminine plural (J\-w) and the second person
teminine plural (ub-ﬂ-?) The final 7in on each of these conjugations is not
a reflection of grammatical state; instead, it indicates the subject of the verb
(e, a group of women). The importance of recognizing these two
conjugations as stafeless (;J) will become apparent in the next lesson

where changes in grammatical states are discussed.

PRINCIPLE SIX

All past tense verbs (lesson three) are also classified as stateless (gvﬁ)






Lesson Six; The Present Tense Verb
in the State of Nasb [ =]

PRINCIPLE ONE
Certain words when placed before a verb alter its meaning. These are
called particles. For example, the particle L > negates the past tense verb,

and the particle “ % 7 negates the present tense verb (lessons three and four).

PRINCIPLE TWO
Particles that change the meaning of a verb often affect its grammatical
state as well. The following four particles, when placed before the present

tense verb, cause it to enter the state of nash (wdd)1:

1 o
2)
3) &

4) 03|

PRINCIPLE THREE

Changes in grammatical state are reflected at the end of a word by either
(1) changes in voweling or (2) changes in lettering. If the present tense verb
ends with a dammab ( } ) in the szate of rafa’ (@}), the dammal is changed
to a fathah ( / ) to reflect the state of nash (<=a). If the verb ends in a min
(©) in the state of rafa’ (8)), the 7in is dropped to reflect the state of nasb
() [table 6.1].

19 These particles do not have independent meaning. When placed before the present tense verb,
they act to alter its meaning. Refer to higher-level books of Arabic grammar for a discussion of

how each of these particles changes the meaning of a verb.
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PRINCIPLE FOUR

The two stateless (geﬁ) conjugations of the present tense verb (ie., the
second and third person feminine plurals) never enter states (lesson five,
principle five). The four particles that cause the state of nash («=a5) do not
alter these two conjugations, and the final #in on each of these

conjugations does not drop from the end of the verb (zable 6.7).

PRINCIPLE FIVE

The particle uj is used as a model to illustrate the state of nash ().
This particle changes the verb from its default state of rafa’ (@}) to the
state of nasb (<=a5). Furthermore, it alters the meaning of the verb by (1)

hmltmg the present tense to the future tense and (2) negating it. Thus

Jéw (he does) becomes J-iw ‘_,J (he will never do).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the present tense verb in the state of nash (=) must

be memorized (Zable 6.2) before moving to the next lesson.
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EXPRESSING THE STATE OF NASB
VERB IN SIGN PARTICLE MEANS OF
ACTIVE VOICE
ORIGINAL OF CAUSING SHOWING c IN NASQBC
RAFA’ RAFA’ NASB NASB
2 o P A o 7
L}"é" Final °' Change final J@ L:f}
" dammah dammal to fathab "
He/It (S/M) does He/It (S/M) will never do
- ° - _ o _ e -
. . - . ) < .
QM 1;1221 Q.J'S Drop final nzin M ‘;)5
They (D/M) do They (D/M) will never do
‘o 2 o0 _ o }/ ° e
. - . . ) < . -
d}l"@. Fﬂl;;l ‘;J Drop final nsin ‘j‘l"'a'.). ‘:)J
They (P/M) do They (P/M) will never do
2 o P - L° o 7
L}"éj Final °' Change final ‘)8.2.5 L:j'}
dammal dammab to fathah
She/1It (§/F) does She/1It (§/F) will never do
- ° - _ o _ e -
. oz . o .z
QM 1;1221 Q.J'S Drop final nzin m ‘;)5
They (D/F) do They (D/F) will never do
o o o o -
77 Stateless s 7 R :Jj
’ rl-*-é-‘” or . No change ( ! J"L' A
(&) uj °
They (P/F) do They (P/F) will never do
2 o P - L° o 7
L}"éj Final °' Change final ‘)8.2.5 L:j'}
dammal dammab to fathah
You (S/M) do You (S§/M) will never do
I ° I o -
N - s .2 0
. o . ° .
QM F”l;;l J Drop final nin B)\M ‘_'J'S
You (D/M) do You (D/M) will never do
‘o 2 o0 _ o }/ ° e
.07 g . 0 7 .z
d}l"@ Fﬂl;;l ‘;J Drop final nsin ‘j‘lw ‘:)J
You (P/M) do You (P/M) will never do
IR ° - I ° - ° ~ 0 7
. 5% inal ° Y
- F”l;; ‘;'_S Drop final nin (_Aw J
You (S/F) do You (S/F) will never do
I ° I o -
N - s .2 0
. o . ° .
QM F”l;;l J Drop final nin B)\M ‘_'J'S
You (D/F) do You (D/F) will never do
o o o o
77 s Stateless s 7 AN :Jj
) rl-*-QJ or . No change ( B R
(&) uj °
You (P/F) do You (P/F) will never do
2 _ oz P . oz o 7
L}’:" Final °' Change final ‘))..9‘ L:f}
dammal dammab to fathah
Ido 1 will never do
2 o - ° -
e . - < W7 °
JMJ Final °. Change final JM) (J)
dammalb dammab to fathah
We do We will never do
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TABLE 6.2

THE PRESENT TENSE IVERB IN THE STATE OF NASB

PASSIVE VOICE IN NASB

ACTIVE VOICE IN NASB

//c‘}o/

He/It (S/M) will never be done

s 0 -
s .7 °
.
-

He/It (S/M) will never do

//O.}o/

They (D/M) will never be done

rd o rd
/./O
Mgy -
3

They (D/M) will never do

2 o s
o\~ Ko

They (P/M) will never be done

O}/o/o/

They (P/M) will never do

//0,30/

She/It (S/F) will never be done

- ° -
- ~ 0
.
J‘“‘z‘ uj

She/It (S/F) will never do

//0.30/

They (D/F) will never be done

e -] g
- 7 0
*
s u’S

They (D/F) will never do

- 0/0.} ° /S

They (P/F) will never be done

o o -
- s .7 ©
J *U'}

They (P/F) will never do

- ° -
PR -]
I3
Oj

You (8/M) will never be done

- ° -
- ~ 0
I3
J‘“‘z‘ uj

You (S/M) will never do

//0.30/

You (D/M) will never be done

e -] g
- 7 0
*
s u’S

You (D/M) will never do

b -} -
LI

You (P/M) will never be done

o}/o/o/

You (P/M) will never do

[~] -
o P )
e
Oj
rd

You (S/F) will never be done

o -
° /.:c
.
-

You (S/F) will never do

//0.30/

You (D/F) will never be done

e -] g
- 7 0
*
s u’S

You (D/F) will never do

- 0/0.5 ° /S

You (P/F) will never be done

o o -
- s .2 ©
J WU'}

You (P/F) will never do

//cgo/
Sl

1 will never be done

s [ 4 s
.5 0
J”‘CJ)

I will never do

//G.:“°/

We will never be done

- o -
s .7 °
.

We will never do

M=Masculine F=Feminine

S=Singular D=Dual

P=Plural



Lesson Seven: The Present Tense Verb
in the State of Jazm [+ 5~]

PRINCIPLE ONE
The following five particles, when placed before the present tense verb,

cause it to enter the szate of jazm (533?)20:

1) ol
2) o
3 W
4 I
5) Y22

N\ n

PRINCIPLE TWO

Recall that changes in grammatical state are reflected at the end of a word
by either (1) changes in voweling or (2) changes in lettering. If the present
tense verb ends with a dammab ( } ) in the szate of rafa’ (@)), the dammal is
changed to a sukiin ( ° ) to reflect the state of jazm (ef) If the verb ends
inanan (©) in the state of rafa’ (@}), the nian (©) is dropped to reflect
the state of jazm (@3-;) [zable 7.1].

PRINCIPLE THREE
The two stateless (=) conjugations of the present tense verb (ie., the

second and third person feminine plurals) never enter states (lesson five,

20 These particles do not have independent meaning. When placed before the present tense verb,
they act to alter its meaning. Refer to higher-level books of Arabic grammar for a discussion of
how each of these particles changes the meaning of a verb.

21 This particle is called, “/am al-amr” (the lam of command).

22 This patticle is called, “im al-naby” (the lam of probibition). It differs in meaning from the :ﬂ

used to negate the present tense verb, which is called “/am al-nafy” (the lam of negation).
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principle five). The five particles that cause the state of jazm (33?) do not
alter these two conjugations, and the final #in on each of these

conjugations does not drop from the end of the verb (zable 7.7).

PRINCIPLE FOUR

The particle pj is used as a model to illustrate the szate of jazm (e}) This
particle changes the verb from its default staze of rafa’ (8)) to the state of
Jazm (ef) Furthermore, it alters the meaning of the verb by (1)
changing the present tense to the past tense and (2) negating it. Thus
i}éw, (he does) becomes ‘_}MJ, (J (he did not dbo).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the present tense verb in the state of jazm (ej’) must be

memorized (table 7.2) before moving to the next lesson.



EXPRESSING THE STATE OF [AZM

The Present Tense Verb in the State of Jagm

TABLE 7.1

39

You (P/F) do

o

(&)

No change

o o -
s |7 .2 O
I3 5
:

You (P/F) did not do

2 oz
.5
ot

o -4 -
.5 0
Final Change final ‘))_9\ V—S
dammal) dammah to sukiin
1do 1 did not do
2 ° ° ° -
e . e o
Jm Final Change final Jw (’J
dammah dammah to sukin

VERB IN SIGN PARTICLE MEANS OF ACTIVE
ORIGINAL OF CAUSING SHOWING VOICE IN
RAFA’ RAFA’ JAZM JAZM JAZM
2 ° o ° -
A I s .7 0
Jw Final ° Change final v_’
- dammal dammal to sukiin ”
He/Tt (/M) does He/It (S/M) did not do
I o I o I
s s I s s 0
. . . ° .
9M. F”l;;l VJ Drop final nin M. VJ
They (D/M) do They (D/M) did not do
- 2 o0 £ o0 -
Lo - - Final 0 7 ‘o ..o 0
J M 1na VJ Drop final rsin j‘l"'q'.’. V'S
nun
They (P/M) do They (P/M) did not do
2 P ° _ _ ° - ° s o7
‘)3_5_’; Final ° Change final ‘)’_‘Sj v_’
dammah dammab to sukin
She/1t (S/F) does She/1t (S/F) did not do
I o I o I
s - I s < 0
. oL . ) .
QM F”l;:j VJ Drop final nsin B)\M VJ
They (D/F) do They (D/F) did not do
o o o o -
ST 7 Stateless s 7 TR
I ot o No change &l&l& V's
() ("J
They (P/F) do . They (P/F) did not do
2 P ° _ P ° - ° s o7
‘)3_5_’; Final ° Change final ‘)’_‘Sj v_’
dammah dammab to sukin
You (§/M) do You (8/M) did not do
I o I o I
s - I s < 0
. o . ) .
QM F”l;:j VJ Drop final nin B)\M VJ
You (D/M) do You (D/M) did not do
- 20 £ 0 -
Lo g Final 0 7 ‘o sz 0
J j‘l'*'a" 1na VJ Drop final rsin j‘lw V'S
nun
You (P/M) do You (P/M) did not do
o o I
s 0y, Z Final 5 I o Y o
. inal ) l =
o wiin VJ Drop final nin 5- VJ
You (S/F) do You (S/F) did not do
I o I o I
s - I s < 0
. oL . ) .
QM F”l;:j VJ Drop final nin B)\M VJ
You (D/F) do You (D/F) did not do
o o
Stateless ;'J/
5 e
A

We did not do
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TABLE 7.2

THE PRESENT TENSE IVERB IN THE STATE OF JAZM

PASSIVE VOICE IN JAZM

ACTIVE VOICE IN JAZM

° /g.) ;’j

He/It (S/M) was not done

o o -
s .- 0
( ~ (v

He/It (S/M) did not do

4 /o'}o/
SW

They (D/M) were not done

4 o -
]
:""".- ~—

They (D/M) did not do

P -} -
o - Ko

They (P/M) were not done

o}/o/o/
ey o

They (P/M) did not do

D/O':govj

She/1t (S/F) was not done

o ° -
e
IS S

She/It (S/F) did not do

//o,./f;'-g

They (D/F) were not done

. o -
s,z 0
:\ < S

They (D/F) did not do

- D/G'} ;’j

They (P/F) were not done

o 0o -
s |7 70
.
-

They (P/F) did not do

0/5.2;'-3

You (S/M) were not done

° o -
s .2 °
& S

You (/M) did not do

//9.}0/
M(’J

You (D/M) were not done

rd [~ 7
rd s 0

You (D/M) did not do

2 o0 -
LT

You (P/M) wete not done

a}/o/a/

You (P/M) did not do

° /o,.,fo/
cs‘/l’w (’J

You (S/F) were not done

o -
) s 2 O
l * S
d

You ($/F) did not do

//o,:for.j

You (D/F) were not done

e o P
P - 0

You (D/F) did not do

o ©° -
s s 2o

] “h S
.

You (P/F) were not done

o ©° -
PR
& S
.

You (P/F) did not do

il

i

1 was not done 1 did not do
] o s ] o -
- .} ;'-S N ;'-S
We were not done We did not do
F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual

P=Plural



Lesson Eight: The Emphatic
[ ]

The emphatic describes, with emphasis, future actions or events. For

’7’

example, ;hadd means, “verily he will do!

PRINCIPLE ONE

The emphatic is formed by: (1) adding the particle ;J ” to the beginning
of active and passive voice conjugations of the present tense verb and (2)
adding a “ 07 to their end.? (table 8.7). Depending on the particular
conjugation, the “ :J ” is voweled with either a fathah or a kasrah. The
particle J ” is called the lim of emphasis (&S ] e:ﬂ) and it causes the
verb, originally in the state of rafa’ (8)) to become stateless
(@) It also alters the meaning of the verb from the present tense to
the future tense with emphasis. Thus, JMD (he does) becomes JMJ (verily

he will do!).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the emphatic must be memorized (fable 8.7) before

moving to the next lesson.*

-

23 A second pattern for the emphatic is formed by (1) adding the particle J 7 to the beginning
of the present tense verb and (2) adding a “ © ” to its end. This pattern is less common than the
form presented above and is not discussed in this text.

2 Detailed rules exist for constructing eaJCh of the 6’:71])/]5217( conjugations from their
corresponding present fense conjugations (e.g., ZM from OM) For the beginner emphasis is
placed on memorizing patterns. A comprehensive discussion of these rules is present in

higher-level books of Arabic grammat.
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TABLE 8.1

THE EMPHATIC
PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
& // o }/ & // o //

.

-

Verily he/it (S/M) will be done!

.

-

Verily he/it (/M) will do!

¢ o}/

O.‘l/.

-

Verily they (D/M) will be done!

¢ o -
. - ~/
250'}&.: s

Verily they (D/M) will do!

2 o
A

.

~
w
.
-

Vertily they (P/M) will be done!

2 o -~
[

Verily they (P/M) will do!

. 7 0

[ ]

Verily she/it (S/F) will be done!

s 0 -
=
w e

. -

Verily she/it (S/F) will do!

¢ o

¢ o -

Verily they (D/F) will do!

Verily they (P/F) will be done!

¢ o o -

A\ L7
.‘. .S
C -

Verily they (P/F) will do!

s 0
‘l/'}

Verily you (S/M) will be donel

. 7 0

&,

Verily you (S/M) will do!

¢ o -

Verily you (D/M) will be donel!

¢ o -

2 o -
&8

. -

Verily you (P/M) will be donel

Vertily you (S/F) will be donel

Vertily you (S/F) will do!

¢ o -
. s A

OV

Verily you (D/F) will be donel

¢ o -
PR
. .

OV

Verily you (D/F) will do!

w
¥z o o -
R
)\. =.~S

Verily you (P/F) will be donel

¢ -
.//./

d\. 2..5

Verily you (P/F) will do!

s 04
I
- AxsU

Verily I will be done!

e P
I
- AxsU

Verily I will do!

s 0
‘l/'}

. .

Verily we will be done!

A
=
[

. .

Verily we will do!

F=Feminine

¥

S=Singular

D=Dual

25« O ” indicates a nin with a shaddah that is voweled with a &asrah.

P=Plural



Lesson Nine: The Command

-

[+41]

The command ( )ﬁ.}!‘) is used to demand an act. For example, Ja-@\ means,
“do!” and J;'-ﬂ% means, “he must do!” All conjugations of the command
are derived from the present tense verb in the state of jagm (33?) Active
voice conjugations of the command reflect the person, gender, and
plurality of the individual commanded. For example, \jiu;! means, “they
must do!” Passive voice conjugations of the command reflect the person,

A o
0 s W R

gender, and plurality of the object of the command. For example, ! shadd

-

means, “they (e.g., those tasks) must be done!”

PRINCIPLE ONE

The command is formed from the present tense verb in two distinct ways. In
the case of the active voice of the first and third person, the command is
made by placing the particle “ J ” before the present tense verb (table 9.7).
This particle is called the /im o]/‘ command ( }:ﬁi ezﬂ) and it is one of five
particles that cause present tense verbs to enter the state of jazm (ef) [lesson

seven, principle one]. For example, J&Q (he does) becomes JM-;J (he must do").

PRINCIPLE TWO

Active voice conjugations of the second person command are created by
(1) placing the second person present tense verb in the state of jagm, (2)
replacing the initial 7’ of the second person with a hamzabh (seated on an

alif), and (3) voweling this hamzah with a kasrah?® (table 9.2). For
example, J&& (you do) becomes 2! (do!).

26 In some cases, the hamzab is voweled with a dammah. This occurs when the letter at the ‘ain
position of the present tense verb is also voweled with a dammah. Such patterns are covered in
Lesson Sixteen. For example, 3:4:5' (you help), becomes }iﬁj; (belp!). See table 16.3, verb form I,
types A and E.
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PRINCIPLE THREE
All passive voice conjugations of the command, including the second
person, are formed by placing the lam of command ( J ) before passive

voice conjugations of the present tense verb. For example, de (you are being

done) becomes ‘_}M;J (be donel) [table 9.3].

THE EMPHATIC COMMAND

The empbhatic command is used to forcefully demand an act. For example,
:,hﬂ means, “verily do!” and :AMJ means, “verily he must do!” All
conjugations of the emphatic command are derived from the emphatic.
Active voice conjugations of the emphatic command reflect the person,
gender, and plurality of the individual commanded. For example, Uj’-ﬂ-}
means, “verily they must do!” Passive voice conjugations of the emphatic
command reflect the person, gender, and plurality of the obect of the
command. For example, f_,ié.a.f{ means, “verily they (e.g., those tasks)

"’

must be done!

PRINCIPLE FOUR

The emphatic command is formed from the emphatic in two distinct ways. In
the case of the active voice of the first and third person, the emphatic
command is formed by (1) removing the lam of emphasis ( ;5 ) from the
emphatic and (2) replacing it with the /lim of command ( J ). Because all
torms of the emphatic are stateless (w), this Zim does not /change the state
of the verb. However, the verb’s meaning changes from the emphatic to

the emphatic command. For example, u.Lu.J (verily he will do!) becomes
‘;JM-,J, (verily he must do).

PRINCIPLE FIVE
Active voice conjugations of the second person emphatic command are
formed by (1) removing the  J ”” from the beginning of the emphatic, (2)

replacing the initial 7’ of the second person with a hamzabh (seated on an
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o -

alif), and (3) voweling this bamzah with a kasrah?” For example, ‘&'AMJ// 1
(verily you will do!) becomes :,M‘ (verily do!).

PRINCIPLE SIX

All passive voice conjugations of the emphatic command, including the
second person, are formed by replacing the /an of emphasis ( ;) ) with the
lam of command (J). For example, M (verily you will be donel) becomes
" (verily be dond) [1able 9.3).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the command and the emphatic command must be

memorized (table 9.3) before moving to the next lesson.

27 In some cases, this bamzah is voweled with a dammah. See footnote 26.
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TABLE 9.1

CREATING THE FIRST AND THIRD PERSON ACTIVE VOICE COMMAND

LAM OF

VERB IN SIGN MAN, MEANS OF ACTIVE
ORIGINAL OF C%SINGD EXPRESSING VOICE
"’ "’
RAF’A RAF’A JAZM JAZM COMMAND
b ° ° °
J*-Af‘, Final J Change final M
dammah + dammal to sukin =
He ”:fotcis/ M) - He/1It (S/M) must dol
e P ] _ ¢ s ° g
. . inal R
QM F};;Z + J Drop final nin = M
They (D/M) do - They (D/M) must do!
- B -] B -]
WO T Final ‘o N
Syl | ] , e
- i + Drop final nin = >
They (P/M) do g They (P/M) must do!
b ° ° o
e . ./. e . :
( M Final J Change final M
dammal + dammal) to sukin = g
She or It 5/ - She/It (S/F) must do!
I’ _ <] _ ¢ s ° g
S)M 12221 + J Drop final sin = M
They (D/F) do - They (D/F) must do!
o o o o
R Stateless RN
) y\w” K> =+ J No change = M
(g;j‘) i
They (P/F) do - They (P/F) must do!
A _ ? T/ ° _ ?E
Final J Change final ‘)}3
‘)ﬁ dammah + dammal to sukin = -
1do i 1 must do!
2 . o _ ° P ° e
a5 Final J Change final » s
dammal + dammal) to sukin = -
We do - We must do!
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural
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TABLE 9.2

CREATING THE SECOND PERSON% ACTIVE VOICE COMMAND

PRESENT TENSE ACTIVE VOICE
IN JAZM STEP ONE STEP TWO COMMAND
o o Add a hamzah o o
Pd P ] rd
X (seated on an ‘@/if) .
L}w Re'n?i)'vle ;,},1 ¢ + with a kasrah to = J” ‘/
y tnitial fa the beginning of /
You (/M) the verb [You] Dol ($/M)
Add a hamzah P °
I o R
' -~ [y e
ol (seated on an ‘@/if) M
M Rein’ixgvle ;E ¢ + with a gasrah to = M‘/
it v the beginning of
You (D/M) the verb [You] Dol (D/M)
Add a hamzah
s 0 fC 20
[~] e - [y o I
34 (seated on an /) .
\jlw R?Z(t),vle ;_k? ¢ + with a &asrah to = “}Xﬂ‘/
N ttiat the beginning of .
You (P/M) the verb [You] Dol (P/M)
Add a hamzah
° kG °
o N ‘7 o -
g (seated on an ‘@/if) .
k.Aw Rin;?iv]e ;E ¢ + with a kasrah to = ‘_A"‘e ‘/
- it v the beginning of -
You (S/F) the verb [You] Do! (S/F)
P a hamza, P
° Add a hamzah °
: |~ ocs Remove the (seated on an ‘a/jf) t |7 \
initi‘ L1 + with a asrah to = o
o the beginning of
You (D/F) the verb [You] Do! (D/F)
Add a bamzah
o o Add a hamzab o o
e 7 7 ‘1 s 7
34 (seated on an ‘@/if) .
‘;le Rgrr;i)ivle ;,},1 ¢ + with a kasrah to = C)’Lﬂ ‘/
ttat the beginning of
You (P/F) the verb [You] Do! (P/F)
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural

28 Recall that the second person is used to refer to the individual spoken #o. Therefore, each of
the conjugations listed in zzble 9.2 directly commands an individual or a group of individuals.

For example, ! (ds!) commands two individuals to perform an action (i.c., yox fwo do).
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TABLE 9.3

THE COMMAND

PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
EMPHATIC EMPHATIC PASSIVE VOICE | ACTIVE VOICE
& 7.%3 s 7.°. ° o o o

Verily he/it (S/M) must be done!

Verily he/it (S/M) must do!

He/It (S/M) must be done!

He/It (S/M) must do!

¢ o
- - - }
J )L’uz.é

Verily they (D/M) must be done!

¢ <]
. - - -
J )m"/

Verily they (D/M) must do!

\

.° 4

3

-

\

They (D/M) must be done!

- °
N
.‘ .S
i d

They (D/M) must do!

2
@ |- o‘}
u bt d

Verily they (P/M) must be done!

. X o0

‘o
\

o
‘o

o
.

bt d

They (P/M) must be done!

o}/c/
‘ .5
Aot s

They (P/M) must do!

s 0
A
. -

-

Verily she/it (S/F) must be donel!

[~]

Verily she/it (S/F) must do!

o
o

\
.
2\
\

She/It (S/F) must be donel!

s .7
-
-

She/It (S/F) must do!

¢ o
OMad]
rd

Verily they (D/F) must be done!

¢ <]
OMaa
e

Verily they (D/F) must do!

\
o

\
.
? \a
\

They (D/F) must be done!

Of/’}s

bt d

Verily they (P/F) must be done!

¢ o o
~\ 7 7
. .
QM
At d

Verily they (P/F) must do!

o o
e

.

2

-

\

They (P/F) must be done!

They (P/F) must do!

., - ©

Verily [you] be done! (S/M)

. - ©

w 7

- xs)
-

Verily [you] do! (S/M)

o

[~]

\
.
2\
\

[You] Be done! (S/M)

)

[You] Dol (S/M)

¢ o
OMad]
rd

Verily [you] be done! (D/M)

5351

Verily [you] do! (D/M)

\

\
.
e
\

[You] Be done! (D/M)

Sl

[You] Dol (D/M)

2
@ /o‘}

. -

e

Verily [you] be done! (P/M)

-~

w }/o
. =)
-

Verily [you] do! (P/M)

o
‘o

\
o

% %

.

\

[You] Be done! (P/M)

e

[You] Dol (P/M)

Verily [you] be done! (S/F)

o

G-,
- A|
- -

Verily [you] do! (S/F)

<]
s

o
% e

.

-

3
\

[You] Be done! (S/F)

-]
° /,‘
ué’d/
=

[You] Dol (S/F)

¢ o
OMad]
rd

Verily [you] be done! (D/F)

535!

Verily [you] do! (D/F)

\
o

\
.
? \a
\

[You] Be done! (D/F)

Sl

[You] Dol (D/F)

¢ /c/a}
Uil

Verily [you] be done! (P/F)

¢ o o
ol

Verily [you] do! (P/F)

o o
P
-

\

.

\

[You] Be done! (P/F)

o 0o
AR
x|

-

[You] Do! (P/F)

. - 0o} . - oz o ] o oz
A 4 " 4 .5 .5
e e s e
Verily I must be done! Verily I must do! 1 must be done! 1 must do!
s 0 s 0 ° o ° o
[ A & - e -2 e
. . . . ‘ 3 S ‘ 3 S
e e e e
Verily we must be done! Verily we must do! We must be done! We must do!




Lesson Ten: The Prohibition
[ )]

The pm/azbzz‘zon (gs@'J‘) is a form used to prohibit an act. For example,
J.«w Y means, “don’t do!” All conjugations of the probibition are derived
from the present fense verb in the state of jazm (p 7). Active voice
conjugations of the prohibition reflect the person, gender, and plurality of
the individual who is being prohibited. For example, ‘}t-:ié N means,

",

“they must not do!” Passive voice conjugations of the prohibition reflect

the person, gender, and plurality of the object of the prohibition. For

",

2 o -
LT
example, Vskad ¥ means, “they (e.g., those tasks) must not be done!

PRINCIPLE ONE

Placing the particle “ Y ” before all conjugations of the present tense verb
creates the probibition (SSG'J‘) [table 10.7]. This * N 7 is called the /im of
probibition (,.;@-3\ e’)’) and it is one of five particles that cause present tense
verbs to enter the state of jagm (?};) [lesson seven, principle one. 1t also alters

the meaning of the verb from the present tense to a prohibition. For

example, J&& (you are doing) becomes Ja& ¥ (don’t do).

THE EMPHATIC PROHIBITION

The emphatic probibition is used to firmly prohibit an act. For example,
:,1&05 Y means, “verily don’t do!” All conjugations of the emphatic
prohibition are derived from the emphatic. Active voice conjugations of the
emphatic probibition reflect the person, gender, and plurahty of the
individual who is being prohibited. For example, M N means, “verily

’77

they must not do!” Passive voice conjugations of the emphatic prohibition

reflect the person, gender, and plurality of the object of the prohibition.

G 1% .
For example, ;e ¥ means, “verily they (e.g., those tasks) must not be

done!”
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PRINCIPLE TWO

The emphatic probibition is formed by (1) removing the lam of enmphasis ( J )
from all conjugations of the emphatic and (2) replacing it with the /am of
prohibition ( N ). Because all forms of the emphatic are stateless (&5;6), this
does not change the grammatical state of the verb. However, th;: verb’s

meaning changes from the emphatic to the emphatic prohibition. For

example, :,bu:l (verily you will do!) becomes ulMJ Y (verily don’t do!).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the probibition and the emphatic probibition must be

memortized (table 10.7) before moving to the next lesson.
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TABLE 10.1

THE PROHIBITION

PASSIVE VOICE
EMPHATIC

ACTIVE VOICE
EMPHATIC

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

& 7% :y
Verily he/it (S/M) must not be
done!

s 0 -
[ A
.
* y
~

Verily he/it (S/M) must not do!

° o.} :y
He/It (S/M) must not be
donel!

I o -
Ity Y
2

He/It (S/M) must not do!

s J
Verily they (D/M) must not be
done!

¢ o -
DMas; Y
O\ry

Verily they (D/M) must not do!

o a. 4 /Y
They (D/M) must not be
done!

e o e
Sas; Y
2

They (D/M) must not do!

& }/ °. s
- hxy N
Verily they (P/M) must not be
done!

@. }/ e': /y

Verily they (P/M) must not do!

PN

They (P/M) must not be
done!

PN

They (P/M) must not do!

o
&//,ffy

Verily she/it (S/F) must not be
done!

- I
& .

i
Q.l:uu‘y

Verily she/it (S/F) must not do!

o /!5.5/y

She/It (S/F) must not be
done!

o -] ke
WA

She/It (S/F) must not do!

9’//9}/
OMrsi Y

Verily they (D/F) must not be
done!

¢ ° -
L° .

Verily they (D/F) must not do!

//G.}/
s Yy

They (D/F) must not be
done!

s 0 s
ey

They (D/F) must not do!

¢ PN
Ollasy Y

Verily they (P/F) must not be
done!

¢ o o -

. A '/

Ollagy
-

Verily they (P/F) must not do!

_ o c. 57
- Ay N
They (P/F) must not be
done!

°o o -
PR

daiy Y
2

They (P/F) must not do!

=

] //o.f :y

Verily don’t [you] be done! (S/M)

o

- -
[ A

i
L'J.l:uu‘y

Verily don’t [you] do! (S/M)

o /!5.5/y

Don’t [you] be done! (S/M)

o -] ke
WA

Don’t [you] do! (S/M)

¢ ° -
. Y
QB’\M ‘5}

Verily don’t [you] be done! (D/M)

¢ ° -
OMasds Y

Verily don’t [you] do! (D/M)

- /O.:f/y

Don’t [you] be done! (D/M)

e o e
Lo

Don’t [you] do! (D/M)

&.J/o.:f/y

Verily don’t [you] be done! (P/M)

~

P )/o'/ -
eI

Verily don’t [you] do! (P/M)

\jimx!

Don’t [you] be done! (P/M)

o

i Y

Don’t [you] do! (P/M)

v

Verily don’t [you] be done! (8/F)

o -
IR
dads Y
-

Verily don’t [you] do! ($/F)

o //5'5 /y

Don’t [you] be donel (S/F)

o

s
i Y
|

Don’t [you] do! (S/F)

‘ﬁ//e}/
OVass Y

Verily don’t [you] be done! (D/F)

¥ ° -
OMass Y

Verily don’t [you] do! (D/F)

//0}/
P YR

Don’t [you] be done! (D/F)

s 0 s
Lo

Don’t [you] do! (D/F)

¥ o047
Ol Y

Verily don’t [you] be done! (P/F)

¢ ) -
PO

Verily don’t [you] do! (P/F)

/'::/a.:?/Y

Don’t [you] be done! (P/F)

o o e
PR
13
: Y

Don’t [you] do! (P/F)

@ Cff/y

Verily I must not be done!

s Oz -

sl Y

Verily I must not do!

° of

S

I must not be done!

o os -~
-

Y

1 must not do!

g 7% :y

Verily we must not be done!

s 0 -
[Ty
o7
L'J.lm‘y

Verily we must not do!

We must not be done!

J o -
xS Y

We must not do!







Lesson Eleven: The Active Participle

s o

[Jed o]

Most Arabic words are derived from three base letters that join together
to establish a meaning. Placing these letters on various patterns produces
different, but related words. Lessons Eleven through Fifteen cover several

commonly encountered noun forms.

PRINCIPLE ONE
The active participle (J$\&) ('-w\) refers to a person who does the action
described by the base letters. For example, the letters J—&—J mean, “to

do” and its active participle J$U refers to “one who does.”

PRINCIPLE TWO

The active participle has both masculine and feminine forms.?? Placing the
three base letters on the pattern J-GU produces the masculine form of the
active participle. For example, replacing the fa’ ( & ), ain ( ¢ ), and lam
( J) positions in this pattern with 3——¢ (to worship) creates & (a male
who worships) |figure 11.1]. /

PRINCIPLE THREE

The feminine form of the active participle is constructed by placing the
base letters on the pattern of 3\-1-9\3 Thus, 3>=<—¢ (f0 worship) becomes
8\ (4 fornale who worships).

29 All Arabic nouns, both living and non-living, are classified as either masculine or feminine.
For example, the word e (s7) is feminine while the word U\-‘-‘s (book) is masculine. The
masculine form is used to refer to male beings ot mascunline objects. The feminine form is used to

refer to female beings ot feminine objects.
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el

MASCULINE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE

Step One: Separate the letters
of the model

JZ\J

l Step Two: Replace the base letters (J—&—J)

with corresponding new letters (3—<—¢ )

Jg_g\/ﬁ

Step Three: Reattach the letters
of the word to form the masculine

active participle

Ll

A MALE WHO WORSHIPS or
A WORSHIPER

FIGURE 11.1
FORMING THE MASCULINE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE
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PRINCIPLE FOUR

Arabic words enter four grammatical states (lesson five). Of these, nouns

enter three:3 (1) rafa’ (é}), (2) nash (<), and (3) jarr ().

Nouns express these states through either (1) changes in voweling on the

last letter of the word or (2) changes in lettering at the end of the word.

PRINCIPLE FIVE

Most singular Arabic nouns, whether masculine or feminine, express
changes in their grammatical states through changes in voweling on the last
letter of the word. Two dammabs () indicate the state of rafa’ (8 ), tWo
fathabs ( 4 ) indicate the state of nash (<=aS), and two kasrahs ( ) indicate
the state of jarr ()31 This is illustrated in zable 11.3 (the ﬁnal table of

this lesson) for both masculine singular and feminine singular forms of

the active participle.

PRINCIPLE SIX

Like verbs, Arabic nouns also have a dual form.?2 The dual is produced
from the singular by (1) altering the voweling of the last letter and (2)
adding a designated ending. This ending reflects the grammatical state of
the word. If the word is in the state of rafa’ (83) then the suffix “ ¢! ” is
added; whereas if the word is in either the state of nash (&M) or jarr
(#), the ending “ o2 7 is added. These endings are used for both the
masculine and the f/eminine as illustrated in fable 11.1. For example, ~DL°

(a male worshiper) becomes QVN\& (w0 male worshipers) in the state of rafa’

30 These grammatical states result from the interactions of nouns with other words in a
sentence. For example, if a noun is the subject of the sentence, it takes on the grammatical state
of rafa’ (@3) The goal of the beginner is to realize that grammatical states exist and to memorize
their various forms. A discussion of the roles of words in sentences and what causes their
grammatical states is found in advanced Arabic grammar books.

31 The presence of a double vowel is known as fanwin (u;, ):5)

32 The dual is used to refer to #wo individnals or two objects.
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(@3) and & (w0 male worshipers) in the states of nash (=) and jarr
(#). While the feminine, 833\& (4 female worshiper) becomes VG (1m0
female worshipers) in the state of rafa’ (8}) and S\ (two female worshipers)

in the states of nash (=) and jarr ().

PRINCIPLE SEVEN

The plural form of Arabic nouns is produced in two distinct ways: the
“broken plural” and the “sound plural.” The “broken plural” is formed
by (1) “breaking” apart the singular word, (2) inserting or removing
letters, and (3) changing voweling. A set pattern for these changes does
not exist. Therefore, each broken plural must be individually memorized.
For example, the broken plural for the singular <\ (book) is s.«-é}s
(books), while the broken plural for the singular doxwd (m0sque) is Aorlows
(mosques). In each case the singular form was s/eparated, letters ;Vere

inserted or removed, and voweling was changed.

PRINCIPLE EIGHT

The second type of Arabic plural is called the “sound plural,” and it is
used by the active participle.® The “sound plural” is formed from the
singular by (1) making slight alterations to the last letter of the singular
and (2) adding a designated ending. This suffix varies between masculine
and feminine forms and reflects the grammatical state of the word (table
711.2). In the case of the masculine sound plural, if the word is in the szate
of rafa’ (@}), the suffix :J) ” is added; whereas if the word is in either
the states of nasb (=) ot jarr (), the ending “ > ” is added. For
example, &\& (4 male worshiper) becomes 0):\:\9 (many male worshipers) in
the state of /mfa’ (@3) and & (many male wo;"x/yz;bem) in the states of nasb
() and jarr (). /

33 Some singular words only use the broken plural, others only use the sound plural. Rarely, a
singular word will use both the sound and broken plurals. For the most part, active participles

use the sound plural.
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In the case of the feminine sound plural, if the word is in the state of rafa’
(8)), then the suffix “ &1 ” is added; whereas if the word is in either nasb
(«=a)) or jarr (), the ending “ < ” is added. For example, 848 (4
fermale worshiper) becomes <NME (many female worshipers) in the state o% rafa’

(8)) and <\ (many female worshipers) in the states of nash (<) and jarr

w o

()-

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the active participle must be memorized (table 11.3)

before moving to the next lesson.
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TABLE 11.1

A male doer

DUAL IN ofthe | J_;L'g +

RAFA’ fast

FORMING THE DUAL
BASE FINAL STEP
FORM GOAL ONE RESULT ENDING DUAL
2R - — >
M Change . g
s hang G
J‘/c MASCULINE | vovd .- 9 3)\'/9

Two male doets

A male doer

MASCULINE

DUAL IN ofthe | J_;,\_; +
7

NASB last

Mascnline letter to Masculine dnal
singular in rafa’ Jathah in rafa’
=z
i ‘. Change ol 7
>)\.9 b vowel P P O-v\.“ \3
- Al g
e

Two male doets

A male doer

MASCULINE

DUAL IN ofthe | J_c\_f; +
rd

JARR last

Masculine letter to - Masculine dual
singular in nasb Jathah in nasb
<. Change ol 7
J—G U vowel P P ‘;,.a.l.c \.9
s " s
z P

Two male doers

Masculine letter to - Masculine dual
singular in jarr Jathah i jarr
rd e
R R .
. . Change d\ ..I . b
ilels FEMININE | Yove e s o
- - . .
DUAL IN of the = A_lju + d ‘ Two female
A female doer RAFA’ last - - doers
Feninine fetter 10 Feminine dual in
singular in rafa’ Jathah o
Z., - .
e Lé Change . oz L.9
rowel yﬂﬁl}w
g FEMININE | YO%¢ e o e
DUAL IN ofthe 1\ o | el | + O Two female
A female doer NASB last 4 * doers
Feminine letter to - o .
singular in nasb Jathah Feminine dual in
nash
rd e ° e r'd
. Id .
mb Change | = + . ..I c b
z 7 FEMININE V‘f’"fl < . A
DUALIN | ©fthe dels . Two female
A female doer JARR last - QJ?' doers
Feminine letter to - B )
singular in jarr Jathah Feminine dual in

Jarr
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TABLE 11.2

FORMING THE SOUND PLURAL

BASE FINAL STEP SOUND
RESULT ENDING
FORM GOAL ONE PLURAL
" - s A -
e .
b | MascuLing | Chanee P . d)‘\'f' L
> SOUND vowel of B Lo
A male doer PLURAL IN lte}:el::; J‘/‘ d ‘} Many male doers
_ ]Mmtz%/z’ﬂe RAFA’ dammah Masculine plural
singular in rafa’ in rafa’
z - - © ./
Sels | MascuLing | Chanee . u*l-c L
> SOUND vowel of L'e P o
the last .
A male doer PLURAL IN letter to L}'/“ u-‘" Many male doers
4 Mam{/z'ﬂe NASB kasrah g Mascnline plural
singular in nasb in nasb
° e
- [ .
J;,\_'g MASCULINE VS}:;S%; . uAf s
. s 0
z i SOUND the last ‘J_&LQ .
A male doer PLURAL IN letter to - QJ?' Many male doers
A A{a;fﬂl/z’n.e JARR kasrah - A{amlt/im' plural
singular in jarr in jarr
e 7
R - R .
dele FEMININE o el
- SOUND Drop . # g
A femnale doer PLURAL IN final 72 J—f‘b u‘ Many female
; ’ ale de RAFA’ marbutah doers
sin ”fo;ﬂ:tﬁ, Feminine plural
78/ in rafa’
Z, - 4 < .
dels FEMININE PR 9)3)\‘9\’9
- SOUND Drop. b ‘ ”
A female doer PLURAL IN final fa J.f‘ 5-) Many female
Fominine NASB marbutah z doers
singular in nasb Feinine plural
19 in nasbh
_ _ e 7
dele FEMININE | 5 o /C)}’\.f—b
7 - SOUND P b - z
A female doer PLURAL IN final fz J.f‘ &') Many female
Fomini JARR marbutal z doers
4 e/wm.mg Feminine plural
singular in jarr in jarr
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TABLE 11.3

THE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE

FEMININE

MASCULINE

SOUND SOUND
PLURAL DUAL SINGLE PLURAL DUAL SINGLE
- - - P R o - o ] - - - R -
. e~ . - . . . . . .
oMl | pllels | Aelb | Odels | OVl | el :
- - - - - - - - 8 )
female doets twr(){cfzfslale a female doer male doers two male doers a male doer
- - s P Z- - o - s - - z -
. - . - . [ . . .
e J;l.cb delo leu J.Lc\.a Yelo ..
z - " s - Mt Rl g - -X]
e 7 .
female doers m*(;(f:t:smle a female doer male doers two male doers a male doer
' e 5 e ' e ' o ' 5 e e e
. < . - . < . . .
oMl | ool | Ael | el | el | el .
z - . s z - Mt Al g - F
- - z N
female doers twr(){cfzfslale a female doer male doers two male doers a male doer




Lesson Twelve: The Passive Participle
U

PRINCIPLE ONE
. . . ° )o'/ I ° . .
The passive participle () s2dad) e!) refers to a person or thing upon which
the action described by the base letters is enacted. For example, the
Y . . .. o }a./
letters J—&—d mean “to do” and its passive participle J s refers to

“that which was done.”

PRINCIPLE TWO

The masculine form of the passive participle is constructed by placing the
three base letters on the pattern of J}iﬂ; For example, replacing the fz’
(), in ( ¢ ), and lam ( J ) positions in this pattern with <= y—_2 (%
striké) forms 2y pas (a male who was struck or a masculine object that was
struck) |figure 12.1].

PRINCIPLE THREE

The feminine form of the passive participle is constructed by placing the
three base letters on the pattern of 3\5};&& For example, «@—y—2 (#o
striké) becomes &9y (a female who was struck ot a feminine object that was

SIYUCR).

PRINCIPLE FOUR

The dual and the sound plural for the passive participle are constructed in a
manner similar to that outlined for the dual and the sound plural of the
active participle (lesson eleven). For the most part, passive participles do not use

the broken plural.

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the passive participle must be memorized (Zable 12.7)

before moving to the next lesson.
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MASCULINE PASSIVE PARTICIPLE

Step One: Separate the letters
of the model

(90
R

Jye

\L Step Two: Replace the base letters (3—¢ —2)

with corresponding new letters (@— y—P)

o

.

h.»))u"%

Step Three: Reattach the letters
of the word to form the passive participle

o &0 -

S Pees

A MALE WHO WAS STRUCK or
A MASCULINE OBJECT THAT WAS

STRUCK

FIGURE 712.1

FORMING THE MASCULINE PASSIVE PARTICIPLE



The Passive Participle

TABLE 12.1

THE PASSIVE PARTICIPLE

FEMININE

MASCULINE

SOUND
PLURAL

DUAL

SINGLE

DUAL

SINGLE

63

w {0 25°.

. o }O'/

1!/9}0/
2.8 .
jw

./ a}o./

e

those which those two which that which those which those two which that which was
were done were done was done were done were done done
° ° z ° ° ° z °
/o}./ o//o}./ :/o},/ s 040 & o/o}‘/ /a}./
N | i | B | LT | Tk | Y
P - v H ° ¢
- - T
those which those two which that which those which those two which that which was
were done were done was done were done were done done
° ° ° ° ° °
/a},/ o//u},/ “/uﬂ/ 040 & o/a}./ o &
S j&éﬂ -~ jw 4 jw ~ j&lﬁ -~ }a.b: jx.bﬂ w .
> p 2 >
those which those two which that which those which those two which that which was
were done were done was done were done were done done







Lesson Thirteen: The Noun of Time and Place
[ 2]

PRINCIPLE ONE

The noun of time and place (‘JJLJ{ ("‘"‘,) describes either the #me when or the
Pplace where the action described by the base letters occurs. For example,
the letters J—C—J mean “to do” and its noun of time and place Ja-u refers

to a place ot a time of doing.

PRINCIPLE TWO

The noun of time and place is constructed by placing the three base letters
on the pattern of either J-;ﬂ:ﬁ or J{uﬁ (table 13.7). A given set of base
letters will use only one of these two patterns. For example, replacing
the fi’ ( ), ‘ain ( ¢ ), and lam ( J ) positions in this pattern with
3=z~ (to prostrate) forms Somewt (a place of prostration).

PRINCIPLE THREE

The noun of time and place does not have a feminine form.

PRINCIPLE FOUR
The dual for the noun of time and place is constructed in a manner similar

to that outlined for the dual of the active participle (lesson eleven).

PRINCIPLE FIVE

Unlike the previously discussed noun forms, the noun of time and place uses
the broken plural. As mentioned in Lesson Eleven, the broken plural for
any given singular noun must be memorized. Table 73.1 illustrates a

common pattern of the broken plural for the noun of time and place.
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PRINCIPLE SIX

Recall that nouns express their grammatical states through (1) changes in
voweling on the last letter of the word or (2) changes in lettering at the
end of the word. As a general rule, broken plurals express their
grammatical states through changes in the voweling of their last letter. Two

dammahs ( ’ ) indicate the state of rafa’ (@}), two fathahs () indicate the

state of nash («=a5), and two kasrahs () indicate the state of jarr ().

PRINCIPLE SEVEN

The broken plural for the noun of time and p/ace varies from the above
principle and allows only a single danmah () or a single fathah ( ) on its
last letter (table 13.7). Such words are classified as ghair munsarif
(S pain ﬂ&) They neither permit double vowels (fanwin) nor a single
/é&lj‘;’d/ﬂ on their last letter. Therefore, for the ghair munsarif, a single
dammabh ( } ) indicates the state of rafa’ (@}), and a single fathab ( / )

indicates the states of nash (<=&) and jarr ().

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the noun of time and place must be memorized (table

13.7) before moving to the next lesson.



The Noun of Time and Place

TABLE 13.1

THE TWO PATTERNS FOR THE NOUN OF TIME AND PLACE

MASCULINE

BROKEN PLURAL

SINGULAR

67

el

times or places of doing

two times or places of doing

s .7

a time or place of doing

- - s 0 z °
e s s e e
. . .
(98 . B’wu ° 5
Js : s
e
times or places of doing two times or places of doing a time or place of doing
- - ° °
o o, -~ . ' 4 . 4
\ QA . w.
- - J’:

times or places of doing

two times or places of doing

a time or place of doing

MASCULINE

BROKEN PLURAL

SINGULAR

2 -

el

times or places of doing

.
-

a time or place of doing

%3

- - s 0 z o
e o e e
e . Yrdo : s
~ rd P M
e
times or places of doing two times or places of doing a time or place of doing
- - s 0O o
e o . o
m ] . w oo
P L g ﬁ

times or places of doing

s

two times or places of doing

a time or place of doing







Lesson Fourteen: The Noun of Usage
[69 1]

PRINCIPLE ONE
The noun of nsage (3N (.-w[) indicates a tool used to produce the action
described by the base letters. For example, the letters J—C—J mean “to

do” and its noun of usage J&4s refers to a tool used to perform an act.

PRINCIPLE TWO

The noun of nsage is produced by placing the base letters on one of three
patterns: (1) J:ﬂ.-f, (2 :\-1;:5-5, and (3) J\iﬁf These are designated as short,
medium, and long according to the number of letters in each pattern
(table 14.7). A given set of base letters may use one, two, or all three of
these patterns. For example, the letters C—CJ—J mean, “to open” and

its noun of usage C\ﬁe refers to a tool used to open (i.e., a key).

PRINCIPLE THREE

The noun of usage does not have a feminine form.

PRINCIPLE FOUR
The dual for the noun of usage is constructed in a manner similar to that

outlined for dual of the active participle (lesson eleven).

PRINCIPLE FIVE
The noun of usage uses a broken plural that is ghair munsarif (S ,4—3 ).
Recall that ghair munsarif words neither permit double vowels [fanwin] nor

a single &asrah on their last letter (lesson thirteen).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the noun of nsage must be memorized (fable 14.7)

before moving to the next lesson.
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TABLE 14.1

THE THREE PATTERNS FOR THE NOUN OF USAGE

PATTERN A (SHORT)
MASCULINE
BROKEN PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
A - P - ° 2R °

tools of doing

two tools of doing

a tool of doing

- -

tools of doing

s 0
oy~
.
hed -
-

two tools of doing

z o

a tool of doing

el

tools of doing

s 0

two tools of doing

7
-
z

a tool of doing

PATTERN B (MEDIUM)

MASCULINE
BROKEN PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
b - . ° ﬂﬂ// °
‘}&‘ . . - . y - l . y é/)

tools of doing

a tool of doing

- -

el

tools of doing

Z-. 0

M
-

a tool of doing

e -

tools of doing

two tools of doing

s 0

%
\
.

A\N

s

a tool of doing

PATTERN C (LONG)

MASCULINE

BROKEN PLURAL

DUAL

SINGULAR

RN

two tools of doing

s

a tool of doing

I o
O~
.
cro\nis
-

two tools of doing

Y

a tool of doing

tools of doing

I o
O~
.
cro\nis
-

two tools of doing

o
Jlin
-
z
a tool of doing




Lesson Fifteen: The Superlative Noun
[z ]

PRINCIPLE ONE

The superlative noun (qu_fﬁ (.-w!) indicates the highest degree or the
comparative of the quality described by the base letters. For example, the
letters d—t—d mean “to do” and its superlative noun J-«-@\ refers to “one

who does the most” or “one who does more.”

PRINCIPLE TWO

The masculine singular of the superlative noun is constructed by placing
the three base letters on the pattern of Jj@{ (table 15.7). For example,
replacing the fz’ (&), ‘ain ( ¢ ), and lam ( J ) positions in this pattern
with y—<—& (#0 be big) forms J:s i (a male who is biggest or a male who is
bigger). 'This pattern is ghair munsarif (< Jov-ivy ,3:9) and therefore neither

permits a double vowel [fanwin] nor a single kasrah on its last letter.

PRINCIPLE THREE

The masculine form of the superlative noun uses the standard dual, and it
uses both the sound plural and the broken plural (Zzble 15.7). The broken
plural of the masculine superlative is ghair ;mmmmf(d ,4-2 ﬂﬁ)

PRINCIPLE FOUR

The feminine form of the superlative noun is constructed by placing the
three base letters on the pattern of Jﬁ.“ For example, replacing the fa’
( < ), ain (& ), and lam ( J ) positions in this pattern with =3 (to be
big) forms gs;}f (a female who is biggest ot a female who is bigger). This form

undergoes changes in grammatical states without reflecting a change at the

34 Although the final letter of this word resembles a ya’, it is an ‘alif magsurah. This letter, like
the standard ‘a/if, causes extension of the letter before it. Thus, the feminine form of the

superlative noun is pronounced fi'/a.
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end of the word. Therefore, the pattern of the word is the same for all

three grammatical states (table 15.2).

PRINCIPLE FIVE
The feminine form of the superlative noun uses the standard dual, and it

uses both the sound plural and the broken plural (zable 15.2).

ESSENTIAL NOTE
The conjugations of the superlative noun must be memorized (fables 15.1

and 15.2) before moving to the next lesson.



The Superlative Noun

TABLE 15.1

THE MASCULINE SUPERLATIVVE NOUN

MASCULINE

BROKEN PLURAL

SOUND PLURAL

DUAL

SINGULAR

73

el

males who do more (or the

"o 4 og
U}.l.*.%\

males who do more (or

OOl

two males who do

b oz
.5
Jail

a male who does more

%3

most) the most) mote (or the most) (or the most)
- sz oz s Oz - [ 4
K s 0,5 0,~ ., % .5
° <
- bt .- ¢ 2
' .
males who do more (or the males who do more (or two males who do a male who does more
most) the most) more (or the most) (or the most)
- sz -4 s Oz - 4
3 0y, % 0y~ ., % .5
w .
- At d Al

males who do more (or the

males who do more (or

d
two males who do

a male who does more

most) the most) more (or the most) (or the most)
TABLE 15.2
THE FEMININE SUPERLATIVVE NOUN
FEMININE
BROKEN PLURAL SOUND PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
[ R . . y 8
7 2R 19 . v (719 . o7
EL < Ulad Ol e .

females who do more (or the
most)

females who do more (or
the most)

two females who
do more (or the

a female who does
more (or the most)

most)
z 2 b 2
N P 0o o7 ‘a?
b - 2 ° ¢
- [SV-X]
two females who
females who do more (or the females who do more (or a female who does
do more (or the
most) the most) more (or the most)
most)
2 “o 2 0o 2 Vo2
7 < . . . -
P - e w .
z - >

females who do more (or the
most)

females who do more (or
the most)

two females who
do more (or the
most)

a female who does
more (or the most)







Lesson Sixteen: The Six Types of Verb Form I

PRINCIPLE ONE

Lesson Three llustrated ‘_}aﬁ as a model pattern for the active voice of the
past tense verb. 'This is only one of several possible patterns. Some patterns
involve voweling the base letters alone while others involve adding
designated non-base letters.?> Patterns containing the base letters alone
(i.e., without additional letters) are classified as verb form I. The active

voice of the past tense of verb form I has three possible voweling patterns:

1) Jeb
2) J#
3) S

Note that the /i’ ( < ) and /im (J ) positions are always voweled with a

Sfathah ( / ); however, the voweling of the ‘ain (¢ ) position varies.

PRINCIPLE TWO

A given three-letter base, with rare exception, uses only one of these
three form I active voice past tense pattetns. For example, the base letters
& —p—» (70 hear) use the pattern Ja-@ to form co-» (he /mzmﬁ On the other
hand, the base letters a— 3= (20 be noble) use the pattern Jaﬁ to form o ;
(he was noble). The particular pattern used by any given set of base letters

must be memorized.

PRINCIPLE THREE
The passive voice of the past tense of verb form I always uses the pattern

- A
J#3. This pattern was covered in Lesson Three.

35 . .. . .
Verb forms that involve the addition of non-base letters are not covered in this volume.
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PRINCIPLE FOUR

All patterns of the past tense verb, whether active or passive voice, are
conjugated using the suffixes illustrated in Lesson Three (table 3.2). When
conjugating each of the three active voice past tense patterns of verb form I,

the ‘ain (¢ ) position retains its particular voweling (Zable 16.7).

PRINCIPLE FIVE

Lesson Four llustrated :}M-g as a model pattern for the active voice of the
present tense verb. This is only one of several possible patterns. The present
tense always begins with one of the following four letters: hamzah (1), ta’
(&), ya’ (&), and nan (© ). In verb form 1, this prefixed letter is always
voweled with a fathah ( / ). However the voweling of the ‘@ ( ¢ )
position varies. Thus the active voice of the present tense of verb form I has

three possible patterns:

PRINCIPLE SIX
The passive voice of the present tense of verb form I always takes the pattern

AN . .
‘_}M-g. This pattern was covered in Lesson Four.



The Sixc Types of Verb Form I

TABLE 16.1

VERB FORM I ON THE PATTERN OF _j#

77

ACTIVE
PERSON GENDER PLURALITY BASE SUFFIX C
VOICE
3rd Masculine Singular : J*_é
3rd Masculine Dual Jx_; ‘ M
} e
. ° o .
3rd Masculine Plural Jx} ‘ ) ‘ }l_xj
. ° o ¥ 7
3rd Feminine Singular Jx} < < lgg
3rd Feminine Dual Jx_; U \ . l = 9.
s o -
3rd Feminine Plural Jx_; d Cj_lx_;
[
2nd Masculine Singular Jx_; < < lg'g
. - 4 - /‘O f
2nd Masculine Dual Jx} \AJ wl”
. o & ° ﬂo f
2nd Masculine Plural Jx} "
[
2nd Feminine Singular Jx_; < < lg'g
. - 4 - /‘O f
2nd Feminine Dual Jx} \AJ wl”
. g 3 s 55
2nd Feminine Plural Jx} . .
2 2 o -
Masculine and . M - - .
1st Feminine Singular Jx} < It l /g [}
. o -
1st Masculine and Plural U (7] us

Feminine

T
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PRINCIPLE SEVEN

All patterns of the present tense verb, whether active or passive voice, are
conjugated using the suffixes illustrated in Lesson Four (table 4.2). When
conjugating each of the three active voice present tense patterns, the ‘ain
( & ) position always retains its particular voweling (fable 16.2). 'This
holds true for the states of mash (w=a) and jazm (ej;), and with the

active voice conjugations of the emphatic, the command, and the probibition.

The passive voice always uses the pattern :}iﬂi The fathah on the ‘ain
( & ) position is retained in the states of nasb (=) and jazm (?3?), and
with the passive voice conjugations of the emphatic, the command, and the
prohibition. The appendices include complete conjugations of the base

letters &= y— @ (70 strike) as illustrative models.

PRINCIPLE EIGHT

Each set of base letters uses only one of the three active voice past tense
patterns and one of the three active voice present tense patterns. For
example, the base letters «&—y—# use the pattern ;}33 for the active
voice past tense and :}-}ﬁé for the active voice present tense. Combining all
vatiations allowed for the voweling of the ‘@z ( & ) position in both the
active past and active present tense results in nine combinations (figure 16.7).
However, in practice, only six of these combinations are used. These are

called the six types of verb form I.
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2 ° B
VERB FORM I ON THE PATTERN OF ‘_}-}Q
PERSON/GENDER/PLURALITY | PREFIX PAST SUFFIX Q’(glggz
B °
3rd Masculine Singular LS , Jx_é,t
s <]
3rd Masculine Dual LS ‘JA; O ‘ OM
- - B -]
. . ° . ° . -
3rd Masculine Plural LS L}” J j J j‘l"""
2 ° _
3rd Feminine Singular (&S] L}’.; J&éj
s e
3rd Feminine Dual (] L}’:’ O ‘ 0M
- e o
3rd Feminine Plural LS L},_; 0 . l .
2 ° _
2nd Masculine Singular (] L}’.; J&éj
s e
2nd Masculine Dual (] L}’:’ O ‘ 0M
- - B -]
. .0 . ° 134
2nd Masculine Plural < L}” J 9 J j‘l"""
°
. s 0 s 0 4
2nd Feminine Singular (] L}” (:f’
.o
2nd Feminine Dual (] L}’.; O ‘ OM
- e o
2nd Feminine Plural (] L}’.; O . l = é 3y
A oz
1st Masculine and Sinoular T M 'T
s Feminine sua L}” Jf.‘?
2 o
Masculine and . . .7
Lt Feminine Plural d L}” Jf.ﬂ.&
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2 ° - -
Exists J:uzg J:e
2 ° P e
Exists J,:u:i J:d
2 5 ° B e
Exists J:u:i J:d
2 B ° P - -
Exists J"-ﬁi Ji"
A ° P - -
Exists J’/uv" J,}.e

Does not exist

Sa
Y

o
\

2

\
\

T

Does not exist

‘o
o

B
% .\

\
\

%

Does not exist

o
°

i
% .\

\
\

G

Exists

\o
‘o

o
\

i3

\
\

&

FIGURE 76.1

COMBINATIONS OF ACTIVE VOICE IVERB FORM I PATTERNS
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PRINCIPLE NINE

Table 16.3 provides sample verbs for each of the six types of verb form I.
The first line includes the active voice (third person masculine) of the
past and present tense verbs, the active masdar,® and the active participle. The
second line includes the passive voice (third person masculine) of the
past and present tense verbs, the passive masdar, and the passive participle. The
third line includes the command and the probibition. The fourth line
includes the noun of time and place and the noun of usage. Finally, the fifth
line includes the masculine and feminine forms of the superlative noun.

This complete model is illustrated in figure 16.2.

PRINCIPLE TEN

Verb form 1, type E (335) differs from the other types in two ways. First,
its active participle is formed on the pattern J-;aﬂ Second, it forms neither
passive voice verbs nor a passive participle. All verbs that follow the

pattern of 335 differ from the other types in these two ways.

ESSENTIAL NOTE
Each type of verb form I presented in table 16.3 must be memorized and

oz
<

completely conjugated. For example, & and & should be conjugated
through the past fense conjugations illustrated in Lesson Three while i
and ‘y24 should be conjugated in the states of rafa’ (@)), nash (<=a), and
Jazm (e}) as illustrated in Lessons Four, Six, and Seven. Similarly, practice
in conjugating the emphatic, the command, the prohibition, and all noun
torms is required. The appendices include complete conjugations of the

base letters &= y—# (t0 strike) as illustrative models.

36 The masdar represents the verbal noun of the base letters, usually translated as a gerund
ending in “ing” or “ion.” For example, ‘3:05, from y—2—0O (to help), means, “helping.” In

order to preserve the rhyme of the model, the masdaris presented in the state of zash ().
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I } Zo < 2R o Y
The active participle is, “a helper” Helping He helps He helped
®o R o/ L, oX
2 o g 9 Zo - o) : ) - e
) ‘ jﬁa; * j@
rd
The passive participle is, He is bein,
’ partip Being helped 8 He was helped
“he who was helped” helped
o } o/ } o/ SLo £
GG'J‘ ﬁa_’ \ M J.AY\
And the probibition for this form is, “Don’t help.” ‘The command for this form is, “Help!”

PRI

And the noun of nsage is, “a tool used for helping.”

[
®.- or So 2. R
s s OO J.)zS\
e
The noun of time and place is,

“a place or time of helping.”

The feminine superlative noun is “a female who helps more

(or most).”

- cﬂ }c o, 0,51 4 /?E

The superlative noun is

“one who helps more (or most).”

FIGURE 76.2

ILLUSTRATING THE MODEL FOR THE I"'ERB FORMS

37 See footnote 36.
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TABLE 16.3

THE SIX TYPES OF VERB FORM 1

» 87 Zo 88 o . - FORM I, TYPE A
J’ﬁpL’ B ‘J“'a’ D e B el On the pattern of
'“,-”,,\’,f
Bo 2 or -8 zo . 8. o2 . 3 "J" J” .
DR aralil s ‘j"m e The past tense (@b\-’d\)

has a fathab on the ‘ain

o2 of S0, & o, - oA g;}o 20% 7

B Y ae LSG"J‘ 9 ;\4" an /‘Y‘ position and the present
. . tense <C)L‘°':’J) has a

L -] fo '~ s B or Ro B -] s
A As ‘\yy‘ 9 s A JJJQM dammah on the ‘ain
o & 80 4 G35 . 8. of so ° °a }/GE
: . Nt e . . o A M
LSﬁA@MN‘)ﬁ‘@M\JM\

position

w&5 | He helped

5 PR P FORM I, TYPE B
‘-.))L“a B L’J"’a i as Il g On the pattern of
2 5./ \ - /:

2 ofo - o8] Zo. 8 o &, 3 "’l”' J’j .
&9 2R 440 L’ﬂa & u/j"’p The past tense (g2l
. has a fathab on the ‘ain
° o, « S0, & o & - o o, S0 EN

D N as LFQJU uﬁp\/ an fy‘ position and the present
> . tense (&)LAU‘) has a
w0, Sfo T P o, ~ Sfo 2.0y, -

D i 4-83.“ < an &JJ-H‘ kasrah  on the ‘ain

-

position

Jo 8 so }. ?/}o - 2 /o.zﬂo ° 0.@ }/?5
&ﬂmuw\jgﬂ\m . "\J:d\
g ;.J;;'ﬁ,Hemm/é

B . 8] zo. S.o6 .. . FORMI, TYPE C
Cf\"w Dot [ESN c“"""i’- Cﬁ"""‘ On the pattern of

® o080 - -8 Zo. S.0 8. 4 M\J&
tj‘“‘""-‘ Bl [ESN o o The past tense (;JLJ\)

y has a kasrah on the ‘ain
s, o0 -0 Lo Lo €&

o -0 -~ S0, S8 o0&
e Y ae Lgé—ﬂ)‘ 9 C‘*—M‘/ an J-"'y‘ position and the present
tense (& )L&U\) has a

]’ - 0 fo f/~ s B’ -0 - Ko }.aﬂ./
M‘w}‘dy\)c«mﬁ‘\wjd#‘ fathah on  the ‘ain

osition
2 o p

o2 S0 ;' ?/}0/}/05}5 e.:’.ﬁ e

&9;’ , He beard
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8o 57 20l s 25 ?
s

P
o - S0, & o &y - ., %0 80F%

Y de gilly w3l als Y

°
R R - So

o }/~ B . & -
c:!zf i\:,f ay) 9 e d 1)3}45\
b e E G T R e

FORM I, TYPE D

S)n the pattern of
i\ g

The past tense (‘5.0\.«5)
has a fathah on the ‘ain
position and the present
tense (& )\aa-U‘) has a
Jfathah on the ‘ain

position

/cg , He opened

S
RV L G T DN
R G R L Lok

I

o2 s0 }' .ﬁ/‘)‘os/ }/OT/}G o..&‘}/?f
S e gl g e ST e oadd) e

FORM I, TYPE E
Pn the pattern of
i\

The past tense (g2
has a dammah on the
‘ain position and the
present fense (& )LAU‘)
has a dammalh ;)n the

‘ain position

é:s 5 He was noble

-

) PRV 4 z . Z . & o . - P
LS M s . . - .
. .

o8 o . 57 2 . 0 8. 2

° o £ S0, 8 o0&y, - o ° s0 s0f,7

2 Ao P 2 .07
L AN i i

B!~ 0

z
£

fo & S0 )' ?/}c P Lo c.o.ﬁ }/?E

FORM I, TYPE F

S)n the pattern of
Jois \ )

The past tense (‘5.0\.«5)
has a asrah on the ‘ain
position and the present
tense (& )\aa-U‘) has a
kasrah on the ‘ain

position

> He considered

38 Some verbs have multiple asdars. In the case of =, two are common and both atre

-

included above.




APPENDICES

The following appendices illustrate conjugations for the base letters
C— =P (to strike). These are provided to review the previous material

and to better illustrate translations of the various verb and noun forms.
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THE PAST TENSE: I’ERB FORM I (TYPE B)

FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

APPENDIX A

NEGATION
PASSIVE VOICE

NEGATION
ACTIVE VOICE

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

- 2 -
o2 L

-~
He/It (S/M) was not struck

o b

He/It (S/M) did not strike

- A2

-
He/It (S/M) was struck

- d
.

< P

He/It (S/M) struck

e

e
They (D/M) were not struck

5o G

They (D/M) did not strike

s

e
They (D/M) were struck

T

They (D/M) struck

o & & -

o b

They (P/ M) were not struck

Voo o s

They (P/M) did not strike

5 2

They (P/ M) were struck

V5 2

They (P/M) struck

-

o - A&

g
She/1It (§/F) was not struck

o I e

She/1t (S/F) did not strike

o/}.
Ca-}J-ﬁa

e
She/1It (S/F) was struck

° I
.

CA—?J-‘»&

She/It (S/F) struck

s A

& b

They (D/ P) were not struck

i

& G

They (D/F) did not strike

s A

s
They (D/F) were struck

B

They (D/F) struck

e G

e
They (P/F) were not struck

i

They (P/F) did not strike

0 2,
e
e

They (P/F) were struck

rd o -

.
.

S D as

They (P/F) struck

s o & -

-
You (S/M) were not struck

- or ~ -

You (8/M) did not strike

/o}'
&:m-fjﬁa

-
You (S/M) were struck

o//
&_AJJ-A,@

You (§/M) struck

- S0

Lo G

You (D/ M) were not struck

s Sor -

i G

You (D/M) did not strike

~ S }'
! P

e
You (D/M) were struck

s S0 -

Loy 2

You (D/M) struck

o2 L

You (P/M) were not struck

o fo- - -
(,:J,,;au

You (P/M) did not strike

;wrb

You (P/M) were struck

o Sfo- -,
“
(""J. f”‘

You (P/M) struck

-

o &
< 2 Lo

P
You (S/F) were not struck

o -~ rd
c o e

You (8/F) did not strike

° }'
P

e
You (S/F) were struck

or -
- .
>

You (S/F) struck

/}c LQ /}o// LQ s So 8 /}a//
e
You (D/F) were not struck You (D/F) did not strike You (D/F) were struck You (D/F) struck
& S }. - @ So- -, - & So }. @ S0 -,

e s

P
You (P/F) were not struck

e L

You (P/F) did not strike

-~
You (P/F) were struck

You (P/F) struck

2 o0 A . - 2 o~ . - 2 o A . 2 o~ .
o 2 L e Le D S P
e
I was not struck 1 did not strike I was struck 1 struck
& o G 5 s G & EHe
We were not struck We did not strike We were struck We struck
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural




THE PRESENT TENSE: I'ERB FORM I (TYPE B)

Appendices

APPENDIX B

87

NEGATION
PASSIVE VOICE

NEGATION
ACTIVE VOICE

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

A o0 &

He/It (S/M) is not being struck

A o -

-
He/It (S/M) does not strike

A /c.}

He/It (S/M) is being struck

A °o, -
&

-
He/It (S/M) strikes

oG

They (D/M) are not being struck

O iz N

e
They (D/M) do not strike

O oy

They (D/M) are being struck

OU o

4
Thc—:v (D/M) strike

d}::,:m N

They (P/M) are not being struck

O}j;@y

They (P/M) do not strike

/o}/o 2

They (P/M) are being struck

o8 o -

They (P/M) strike

2 0 8
o 2 Y

She/It (S/F) is not being struck

2 o -
& ez Y

g
She/It (S/F) does not strike

£ o0 4
vy

She/It (S/F) is being struck

2 °, 2
5

g
She/It (S/F) strikes

db/:.:m N

They (D/F) are not being struck

ol i Y

e
They (D/F) do not strike

//O

They (D/F) ate being struck

9\; °,

s
They (D/F) strike

el

They (D/F) are not being struck

S

They (P/F) do not strike

s 0r0, A
B aa

They (D/P) ate being struck

s 0 0 -
.
[ D Aa

s
They (P/F) strike

L 0 &
o 2 Y

You (S/M) are not being struck

BN EN

e
You (S/M) do not strike

& o0 2
O

You (S/M) are being struck

2oz
e

e
You (§/M) strike

d\.:/;:m N

You (D/M) ate not being struck

oL jai Y

s
You (D/M) do not strike

//o

You (D/M) ate being struck

9\5 °.

-
You (D/M) strike

u}j;:m N

You (P/M) are not being struck

C)}j;my

You (P/M) do not strike

/.o}/o

You (P/M) are being struck

s
Lo 8 o0, «

You (P/M) strike

ety

You (S/Fj are not being struck

Y

e
You (S/F) do not strike

et

You (S/F) are being struck

7 0 [~ e

.z

.

D e
e

You (S/F) strike

s 0

OL:J.\A’Y

You (D/F) are not being struck

oL i Y

s
You (D/F) do not strike

o U;:.m

You (D/F) are being struck

9\: ° g

-~
You (D/F) strike

e

You (D/F) are not being struck

.z
: N
85t

e

You (P/F) do not strike

- 0-0, }

PR

You (D/F) are being struck

.z
I8 o
2

You (P/F) strike

el

Lol Y

& o0 £
< 2!

2 o.i
bf’ﬂ\

I am not being struck 1 do not strike 1 am being struck 1 strike
£ o0 8 A2 °, ¢ £ o0 8 A2 °, ¢
e
We are not being struck We do not strike We are being struck We strike
M=Masculine F=Feminine S=Singular D=Dual P=Plural
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FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

APPENDIX C

THE PRESENT TENSE IN NASB AND JAZM: IV'ERB FORM I (TYPE B)

PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
JAZM JAZM NASB NASB
0 A& o

.

uﬁm

He/It (S/M) was not struck

rd
o o -~ 0O
.
;.),43(,)
'

He/It (S/M) did not strike

s -0, 2 o 7
He/It (S/M) will never be
struck

e
e o -~ 0O
.
< ’
- 2
A

He/It (S/M) will never strike

bﬁm

They (D/M) were not struck

-
s 0 - 0
b . S
v J -

-

They (D/M) did not strike

//O QS

They (D/M) will never be
struck

-
s 0 i
b . S
) -

-

They (D/M) will never strike

‘o }/o. 207
Ho=

They (P/M) were not struck

-
s 0

\ﬁf@

They (P/M) did not strike

c}/o oS

They (P/M) will never be
struck

e

They (P/M) will never strike

o/o..,fo/

She/It (S/F) was not struck

o Q.:Q/

She/It (S/F) did not strike

s co, X0 7
)
She/It (S/F) will never be
struck

- o/o/
u,@?J

She/It (S/F) will never strike

They (D/F) were not struck

-
o

U yd

They (D/F) did not strike

oo S0 7
sl

They (D/F) will never be struck

e
s 0 - 0
L’ -
.
~J"’4’u'S
e

They (D/F) will never strike

e
s 0,0, Ko
.
‘7". )"'4’..

They (P/F) were not struck

e
.0 o -
.
.
u‘.’}"’a.-
e

They (P/F) did not strike

/0/0 °S

They (P/F) will never be struck

-
s 0
g

g
They (P/F) will never strike

° /a.go

You (8/M) were not struck

o 0.55

You (§/M) did not strike

s co0, KXo

You (8/M) will never be struck

I a/o/
‘-’ﬁdu}

e
You (8/M) will never strike

P
-0 K o
b.,:asri

You (D/M) were not struck

-
s 0 ~ 0
b . S
T )

-

You (D/M) did not strike

-
r0 2o
ey

You (D/M) will never be struck

'
s 0 -l
b . -
~J"4’u)
rd

You (D/M) will never strike

o o

You (P/M) were not struck

e
of o ~ o0

‘j‘f@

You (P/M) did not strike

et o

You (P/M) will never be struck

e

You (P/M) will never strike

o /o..,fo
o
e

You (S/F) were not struck

o o s 0
. %
u‘fﬁa’("s

*

You (8/F) did not strike

° /o..,fo
-

You (S/F) will never be struck

-] o s 0
.z
u‘fra’us
*

You (S/F) will never strike

et

You (D/F) were not struck

Gt

-
You (D/F) did not strike

o0 80 7
et

You (D/F) will never be struck

e
s 0 s 0
.z
g

You (D/F) will never strike

e

0,0 Ko
“ -
8Pt

You (P/F) were not struck

-
o

7 0 e

.z

S e
2

You (P/F) did not strike

- 0r0, S

You (P/F) will never be struck

-
o ©° -
-

You (P/F) will never strike

0/0.2‘0/

1 was not struck

° o.fo/

1 did not strike

el

1 will never be struck

Pd c.fo/
“?ﬁa‘dj

1 will never strike

°o -0, fo

We were not struck

e
° o - o
. <
e

We did not strike

s co0, Fo

We will never be struck

rd
’ e o~ 0O
. 7
O s
rd

We will never strike




M=Masculine

Appendices

APPENDIX D

THE EMPHATIC: VERB FORM I (TYPE B)

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

//o S

-

& - o0
.

.

‘Y‘. -

g
Verily he/it (S/M) will strike!

Verily he/it (S/M) will be struck!
w

oo A
L 2]

Verily they (D/M) will be struck!

y e
O )
OL 2

e
Verily they (D/M) will strike!

G S0, S
Cﬁﬂacj

Verily they (P /M) will be struck!

P

& 8 o
.

.

oL “

-
Verily they (P/M) will strike!

sr0, S

Verily she/it (S/F) will be struck!

-

w -~ o -
.

2

e
Verily she/it (S/F) will strike!

oo ST
L =

Verily they (D/F) will be struck!
¥

¢ -l //
oL 2

e
Verily they (D/F) will strike!
¥

so-0 A7
\-;J .
~ ) -

Verily they (P/F) will be struck!

e
-0 ] 7
L;J ;
.r‘4‘5..

-
Verily they (P/F) will strike!

-
& o0 &K
. S
g

Verily you (S/M) will be struck!

-
& - 0

e
g

o0 &7
L

Verily you (D/M) will be struck!

e
Verily you (S/M) will strike!
¥

Verily you (D/M) will strike!

& a0, S
Cﬁraj

Verily you (P/M) will be struck!

rd
@ 8 °o, -
R "
u*’J'@J

g
Verily you (P/M) will strike!

P
@ /o.}
. -
o

.

Vertily you (S/F) will be struck!

P
@ o./
. -
o

e
Vertily you (S/F) will strike!

o0 87
L e

Verily Vou (D/ F) will be struck!

bu;zj

Verily )uu (D/ F) will strike!

]

Vetily you (P/F) Will be struck!

Qe

Verily you (P, / F) will strike!

w//e U

Verily I will be struck!

w/eU

Verily T will strike!

-
& o0 &K
. '~
g

Verily we will be struck!

-
& - 0

‘a
g

s
Verily we will strike!

F=Feminine

S=Singular

D=Dual

P=Plural

89



90 FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

APPENDIX E

THE COMMAND: IVERB FORM I (TYPE B)

PASSIVE VOICE ACTIVE VOICE
EMPHATIC EMPEHATIC PASSIVE VOICE | ACTIVE VOICE
0, S & o0 - ° 0 A& ° o -
L.ﬁj bt d q ) “ g'.) ) -

Verily he/it (S/M) must be struck!

Verily he/it (S/M) must strike!

He/It (S/M) must be
struck!

He/It (S/M) must strike!

’ 3
el
hat'd

Verily they (D/M) must be struck!

o

O )

)¢ .
7

Verily they (D/M) must strike!

b// o, &
They (D/M) must be
struck!

s ©° 4
b .
DAY
-

They (D/M) must strike!

& }/c. A2
)

Verily they (P/M) must be struck!

@ 8 o -
Lﬁ .
e

Verily they (P/M) must strike!

o S0, S
They (P/M) must be
struck!

Yl

They (P/M) must strike!

//o S

Verily she/it (S/F) must be struck!

w/o./
'rﬁ.ﬂ

o 2
-

Verily she/it (S/F) must strike!

° -0, 2
E“S
. e

She/It (S/F) must be
struck!

o o. -

uj@:s

. -
-

She/It (S/F) must strike!

o0 &
o,
-

Verily they (D/F) must be struck!

y s 0 7
)
rd

Verily they (D/F) must strike!

o0 &
o,
-

They (D/F) must be
struck!

-l e
\.aj,'aﬂ
M s
e

They (D/F) must strike!

o
0,0 A&
Ly
" -

Verily they (P/F) must be struck!

W
-0 ©° -
Ly
g -

Verily they (P/F) must strike!

~, 0,0 &
.

.

oL -

They (P/F) must be struck!

s 0 0 r
.

.

(Y‘. -

s
They (P/F) must strike!

& °, 2
* j#:j
S aa

Verily [You] be struck (S/M)!

@ -

el

Verily [\ou] strike! (S/M)

o ~o 2
&_JJ..«,Q:j
. e

[You] Be struck! (S/M)

o D.
%’ﬂ\/

[You] Strike! (S/M)

¥
Lo, 2
-

Verily [You] be struck (D/M)!

b2

-~
Verily [You] strike! (D/M)

0 &
L =
e

[You] Be struck! (D/M)

]

p
[You] Strike! (D/M)!

w}/ S

Verily [You] be struck (P/M)!

@ 8 o.‘
el
e

Verily [You] strike! (P/M)

o}/o S

[You] Be struck! (P/M)

72

[You] Striks! /M)

@ o0 2

3 y Ao

o 2
rd

Verily [You] be struck (S/F)!

2l

°o -0 2
e

[You] Be struck! (S/F)

o2

[You] Strike! (S/F)

o0 &
o,
-

Verily [You] be struck (D/F)!

Verily [You] strike! (S/F)
¥

o ol

o0 &
[
-

[You] Be struck! (D/F)

=

[You] Strike! (D/F)

0,0 A&
\. v
M -

Verily [You] be struck (P/B)!

e
Verily [You] strike! (D/F)
¢

O o)

e
Verily [You] strike! (P/F)

/a/o S

2

W//D U

Verily I must be struck!

gl

Verily I must strike!

[You] Be struck! (P/F)
2

P 2
e

I must be struck!

[You] Strike! (P/F)

<
<2

I must strike!

//o S

Verily we must be struck!

w - 0o -
rb_ﬂ

.

Cﬂ -

Verily we must strike!

° -0, 2
uj@;j
. e

We must be struck!

o o. -
UJ@J.S
. 7

We must strike!
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THE PROHIBITION: IVERB FORM I (TYPE B)
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PASSIVE VOICE
EMPHATIC

ACTIVE VOICE
EMPHATIC

PASSIVE VOICE

ACTIVE VOICE

el

Verily he/it (S/M) must not be
struck!

&0, -
B
e
Verily he/it (S/M) must not
strike!

o -0 &
He/It (S/M) must not be
struck!

° °o, -
P
He/It (/M) must not
strike!

O\J/;:AJ N

Verily they (D/M) must not be
struck!

o
-
oL 2 Y
'
Verily they (D/M) must not
strike!

BV

They (D/M) must not be
struck!

b/ o, - y
-
They (D/M) must not
strike!

el

Verily they (P/M) must not be
struck!

oy

Verily they (P/M) must not strike!

SN

They (P/M) must not be
struck!

e Y

They (P/M) must not
strike!

e

Verily she/it (S/F) must not be
struck!

G

Verily she/it (S/F) must not
strike!

o -0 &
& 2 Y

She/It (S/F) must not be
struck!

o o -
& ez Y

She/It (S/F) must not
strike!

O\J/;:AJ N

Verily they (D/F) must not be
struck!

¥
O 25 Y

Verily they (D/F) must not strike!

U oad Y

They (D/F) must not be
struck!

-
They ED/I‘) must not
strike!

\::;A’Y

Verily they (P/F) must not be
struck!

Ol o Y

Verily they (P/F) must not strike!

s 0-0

Sy

They (P/F) must not be struck!

s 0 0, - y
-
They (P/F) must not
strike!

& -0

SN

Sy

o -0 &
& 2 Y

Don’t [you] be struck! (S/M)

o [~
& ez Y

Don’t [you] strike! (S/M)

Verily don’t [you] be struck! (S/M)
[
. L:/°. 2 ﬁg
Verily don’t [you] be struck!

O/M)

Verily don’t [you] strike! (S/M)
[
. e I . :
Ol 25 Y
'

Verily don’t [you] strike! (D/M)

r0 &

L ai Y

.

Don’t [you] be struck! (D/M)

VTN

Don’t [you] strike! (D/M)

@ &0

S

Verily don’t [you| be struck! (P/M)

I

i Y

-
Verily don’t [you] strike! (P/M)

ety

Don’t [you] be struck! (P/M)

Y

Don’t [youj strike! (P/M)

[ /a'.,f.y
S5
-

Verily don’t [you] be struck! (S/F)

O‘U"By

Vcn]\ dont [you] strike! (S/F)

By

'
Don’t [you] be struck! (S/F)

o=

Don’t [you] strike! (S/F)

GRgSeA RN

Verily don’t [you] be struck! (D/F)

brm‘)}

r0 &

L ei Y

.

Don’t [you] be struck! (D/F)

AN

Don’t [:ou] strike! (D/F)

d\.:j;:m N

Verily don’t [you] be struck! (P/F)

Verily don’t [vou] strike! (D/F)
o
o o -

e
Verily don’t [you] strike! (P/F)

s 0,0

SN

Y

e
Don’t [you] strike! (P/F)

el

Verily I must not be struck!

el

Verily I must not strike!

Don’t [you] be struck! (P/F)
2

iy

I must not be struck!

JEAN

I must not strike!

el

Verily we must not be struck!

Verily we must not strike!

o -0 &

We must not be struck!

<] [l

We must not strike!
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THE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE (J$\) o)): I’ERB FORM I (I'YPE B)

FUNDAMENTALS OF CLASSICAL ARABIC

APPENDIX G

co-

FEMININE

MASCULINE

SOUND SOUND
PLURAL DUAL SINGLE PLURAL DUAL SINGLE
2 -
R - - R -, “” -, L0 8 -, (7 “. 2R -,
P R B R e I S o
e e )
females who two females a female who males who two males who a male who
strike who strike strikes strike strike strikes

ol Lo

-
females who
strike

u-:*’.)\-*ﬁ

two females
who strike

z
- - - .
e
a female who
strikes

P \_:"p
3
e
males who
strike

o e
o)
- -
two males who
strike

6y

a male who
strikes

&,-Qj

gy

-
females who
strike

uffjjha

two females
who strike

4,lo

-
a female who
strikes

) -,
ool
e
males who
strike

or -
o)
. -
two males who
strike

e

a male who
strikes

THE PASSIVE PARTICIPLE (J ,um

APPENDIX H

): I’/ERB FORM I (TYPE B)

FEMININE

MASCULINE

SOUND SOUND
PLURAL DUAL SINGLE PLURAL DUAL SINGLE
-0 %o -~ 0 80~ f/o,‘o./ /_o}oJa - -0 fo - o fo -~

ub)ﬁa.,a

those which are
struck

those two which
are struck

RS Sams

that which is
struck

O 59 pn

those which are
struck

those two
which are
struck

that which is
struck

-0 80 -

ubjf,a.a

0r0 S0 -

u-*’Jr”

Z.0 8o -

7y

- 00 80 -~

&{er

00 fo -

g:%)f"-‘

Zo Ro -

Gy s

o ¢
[@eV-X]
. . S . those two S g
those which are those two which that which is those which are . that which is
which are
struck are struck struck struck struck
struck

-0 8o -

ub)ﬁa»

those which are
struck

or0 S0 -
S blang
-

those two which
are struck

0 8o~
-

L9 e

that which is
struck

LR

those which are
struck

o0 fo -
(e 9
P

those two

which are
struck

o fo -~

e

that which is

struck




Appendices

APPENDIX |

93

THE NOUN OF TIME AND PLACE? (<) @=)): VERB FORM I (TYPE B)

MASCULINE

BROKEN PLURAL

DUAL

SINGULAR

2 s
< lzs

places or times of striking

9\; o./

two places or times of striking

2R °o, ~
D et

a place or time of striking
(e.g., a battlefield)

- ‘. 7 o o, - Lj o, -~
\ oY) . ° <

< ) ( e A I R (G-

- . - -
places or times of striking two places or times of striking a place or time of striking
- o - or o, - o, -
<)) Las Ol A e v
- rexd - s

- - - z -

places or times of striking

two places or times of striking

a place or time of striking

% The base letters <= =2 use the pattern J-}ﬁ:’ to form the noun of place and tine.
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APPENDIX |

THE NOUN OF USAGE %\ g)): 'ERB FORM I (I'YPE B)

PATTERN A (SHORT)
MASCULINE
BROKEN PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
A P (770, w0,
<l ol & s &
~ P2 - - 5

tools of striking

two tools of striking

a tool of striking
(e.g., a hammer)

- ‘. 7 orr 0, zs0,

o las e R L j2s ai
-~ e

tools of striking two tools of striking a tool of striking

- o - orr0, <o,

<l O 2 D 7
e

tools of striking

-

two tools of striking

z
a tool of striking

PATTERN B (MEDIUM)

MASCULINE
BROKEN PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
sz 0 77 0

2 s

tools of striking

g

two tools of striking

Bt

a tool of striking
(e.g., a hammer)

z

s /' 7~ Qrrr 0 . - s 0 .
.o ° 7
< )L"Q“° a2 A s —
4 4
tools of striking two tools of striking a tool of striking
o rr 0 o0
A y w -

tools of striking

oo )y
( ot ) P
-

two tools of striking

s

a tool of striking

A\

PATTERN C (LONG)

MASCULINE

BROKEN PLURAL

DUAL

SINGULAR

A o P
—aylzs

tools of striking

Ol iz

two tools of striking

R <o,
P e

a tool of striking
(e.g., a hammer)

- o

o ylas

tools of striking

o -0

o s
-
two tools of striking

a tool of striking

. . j

7 o rd rd
s
'

tools of striking

or -~ 0
.

o) 2
e
two tools of striking

-0
.

P e
z
a tool of striking
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THE MASCULINE SUPERLATIVE NOUN (J...u.J\ e)): VERB FORM I
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MASCULINE
BROKEN PLURAL SOUND PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
A //T/ /'D}/oT/ .‘//‘=£ }/OT/
Py 7 e < &)
those wh \der/ereat those who are two who are one who is
0se who are older/greater older/greater older/greater older/greatert!
. \;T/ -0 /G/T/ o /G/T/ //G’T/
P z > L
those who are older/greater those who ate two who are one who is
& older/greater older/greater older/greater
/L/{T/ .o /°\5 a//°\f //°T/
’ )‘.5' C )‘.5' )'."

those who are older/greater

those who ate
older/greater

two who are
older/greater

one who is
older/greater

APPENDIX 1.

THE FEMININE SUPERLATII'E NOUN (J+5243\ psl): T'ERB FORM I (TYPE B)

FEMININE
BROKEN PLURAL SOUND PLURAL DUAL SINGULAR
2R /} R e o/‘ (77 o} | o}
S oS LS S S :
" " > 5 5
&
those who are older/greatet those who ate two who are one who is
i = older/greater older/greater older/gtreater®
A 2 A 2
‘% ~ . b// ° o -0 6\ °
< . o ¢
- 4 . Ed - . 2
2 b S g“’f‘s 7 s
those who are older/greater those who are two who are one who is
older/greater older/greater older/greater
A b ] b
s “ L:/ ] orr 0 Ls‘ ]
< : w.
. 4 . Ehd - .
7~ R e
those who are older/greater those who are two who are one who is
o older/greater older/greater older/greater

40 The base letters y—<—% (f0 be big) are used here to better illustrate the translations of the

superlative noun.

4 Fach of these conjugations may also be translated in the superlative, e.g., one who is

eldest/greatest.
42 Ibid.
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